The Client’s Chosen Child: Adoption Laws, Regulations, and Processes for the Legal Assistance Attorney

Major Laura A. O’Donnell*

“There are times when the adoption process is exhausting and painful and makes you want to scream. But,
| am told, so does childbirth.””*

l. Introduction

You are a legal assistance attorney and preparing to
meet your first client of the day. Staff Sergeant (SSG)
Johnny Langley and his wife are excited to see you.
When they come in to your office, they tell you about
their plans to expand their family and they want
information on adoption.? You are happy to help, but you
know very little about this area and are afraid if they see
your hesitation, it will dampen their spirits. While they
are filling out a client card, you conduct a quick Google
search, but there is a large amount of information out
there. What do you do? Do you send them away and tell
them to get a civilian attorney practicing in that area of
the law?

Adoption® is a complicated area of family law that
requires specialized knowledge to inform and prepare a
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Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, Schofield Barracks,
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! SCOTT SIMON, BABY, WE WERE MEANT FOR EACH OTHER: IN PRAISE
OF ADOPTION 4 (Random House 2010). Scott Simon is a writer, reporter
and host of Weekend Edition Saturday on National Public Radio. Baby,
We Were Meant for Each Other is about his family’s experience in the
adoption process. Scott Simon—Biography, NPR, http://www.npr.org
Ipeople/ 3874941/scott-simon (last visited Jan. 28, 2015).

2 Adoption is “[t]he creation of a parent-child relationship by judicial
order between two parties who usually are unrelated; the relation of
parent and child created by law between persons who are not in fact
parent and child. . . . Adoption creates a parent-child relationship
between the adopted child and the adoptive parents with all the rights,
privileges, and responsibilities that attach to that relationship, though
there may be agreed exceptions.” BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY 55 (9th
ed. 2009).

® Army Legal Assistance Offices world-wide assisted approximately
1,855 clients with adoption issues in Fiscal Year 2014. E-mail from
John Meixell, Chief, Legal Assistance Policy Division, Office of the

client for expanding his family. Army Regulation (AR)
27-3, The Army Legal Assistance Program, clarifies that
legal assistance attorneys may provide advice on adoption
“based on the availability of expertise and resources.”
State law® and intercountry agreements govern adoption,
which can be confusing for your clients to navigate.
However, knowing the basics about adoption and the
specific impact on Soldiers looking into the process gives
you, the legal assistance attorney, a starting point to
impart useful information to your client.

The first part of this article explores the many types
of adoptions: stepparent, independent (private), agency,
foster care (welfare), and intercountry and the
classification of open and closed adoptions. The second
part lays out an overview of the process associated with
an adoption, to include such elements as home studies and
financial considerations. This overview also examines
legal topics including residency requirements, the
Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC),
parental rights, and citizenship.  Finally, this article
explores selected topics specific to servicemembers
considering adoption, such as leave and healthcare.
Additionally, the appendices present a synopsis of state-
by-state adoption laws, as well as further information
about differences in intercountry adoptions. Thus, the
starting point for the client meeting described above is to
explain the different types of adoption to SSG Langley
and his wife or to ascertain if they have already begun the
process, and further assist from there.

Staff Judge Advocate, U.S. Army, to author (Feb. 26, 2015, 14:45 EST)
(on file with author) [hereinafter E-mail from John Meixell to author].

* U.S. DEP'T OF ARMY, REG. 27-3, THE LEGAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
para 3-6(a) (21 Feb. 1996) [hereinafter AR 27-3]. “Legal assistance in
adoption and other family law cases may be provided based on the
availability of expertise and resources. Legal assistance in adoption
cases may include appointment by a court as a guardian ad litem and
assistance on placement.” Id. Since adoption is state-specific and a
nuanced subset of family law, this might be a good area for civilian legal
assistance attorneys to learn and become the subject matter expert in.
Civilian legal assistance attorneys provide needed consistency in a Legal
Assistance Office to become experts in state regulations to better inform
clients and mentor new military legal assistance attorneys.

® “Federal legislation sets the framework for adoption in the United
States; States then pass laws to comply with Federal standards.” Child
Welfare Information Gateway, Adoption Options, U.S. DEP’T OF
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 2 (Jul. 2010), https://www.
childwelfare.gov/pubs/ f_adoptoption.pdf.
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1. Types of Adoption®

Staff Sergeant Langley and his wife must first—if
they have not already—determine what kind of adoption
they are interested in pursuing. There are a variety of
types, to include stepparent, independent (private),
agency, foster care (welfare), intercountry, open and
closed. Once SSG Langley and his wife know what type
of adoption is right for their family, you can better advise
them on the next steps they should take.

A. Stepparent Adoption

When you first look at SSG Langley’s client card and
see he has questions about adoption, you might assume it
is about stepparent adoption. This is the most common
type of adoption clients seek information about.” This
type of adoption occurs when a birth parent of a child
remarries and the new spouse adopts that child.® One of
the issues arising frequently in this type of adoption is the
noncustodial birth parent’s refusal to consent to the
adoption.” Although there may be consent issues with
this type of adoption, once those are resolved, it is
generally a more simplified and expedient process than
traditional adoptions.”® Another element to advise your
clients on when it comes to stepparent adoptions is that
when the noncustodial parent consents to the stepparent
adoption and the adoption is final, he or she “gives up all
rights and responsibilities, including child support.”** In

& Although not addressed in this article, another option for some couples
is surrogacy. Surrogacy is “the process of carrying and delivering a
child for another person.” BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY supra note 2, at
1584. There are two types of surrogacy: gestational and traditional. Id.
Laws governing surrogacy are state-specific and heavily rooted in
contract law; “American jurisdictions are split on the interpretation and
enforceability of these contracts.” Id. at 1583. You should refer clients
seeking assistance with surrogacy to civilian counsel with expertise in
thisarea. See Major Tricia Birdsell, A Few Minutes of Your Time Can
Save Your Client’s Dime: Obtaining Pro Bono Assistance for Legal
Assistance Clients, THE ARMY LAWYER (forthcoming June 2015)

" Child Welfare Information Gateway, Stepparent Adoption, U.S. DEP’T
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 1 (May 2013), https://www
.childwelfare.gov/pubs/f_step.pdf. ~ Although the Army does not
maintain a statistical breakdown of types of adoptions for which it
provides assistance, the assumption is that stepparent adoptions are the
most prevalent because of the cost and the fact that some legal assistance
offices offer pro se services for stepparent adoptions. See E-mail from
John Meixell to author, supra note 3.

& ARNOLD H. RUTKIN, FAMILY LAW AND PRACTICE, Ch. 64, § 64.04
(Matthew Bender 2014) (available at LexisNexis). Some states have
requirements regarding how soon after marriage the adoption can occur,
e.g., a year or longer. See Stepparent Adoption, supra note 7, at 2.

® Stepparent Adoption, supra note 7, at 2 (consent of noncustodial
parent required unless abandonment is determined).

% 1d. However, if the child concerned in a stepparent adoption is older,
the child’s consent may be required as well. 1d. In the majority of states
that require consent of the child, the age range is ten to fourteen. Id.

% d.at1.

the context of military clients, if the parent relinquishing
parental rights is a servicemember, then when the
adoption is finalized, the child is no longer entitled to
military benefits associated with being a dependent of that
parent. Once your meeting with SSG Langley begins,
you learn that he and his wife are not looking at a
stepparent adoption situation.

B. Independent (Private) Adoption*?

In independent adoptions, parental rights transfer
directly from birth parents to adoptive parents.”> When a
client uses the term “private” adoption, you should clarify
what he actually means. Many times, when clients say
private adoptions, they are actually referring to agency
adoptions. Private adoptions occur directly between birth
parents and adoptive parents without agency
involvement.** The adoptive parents do not work through
an agency, but instead find a birth mother and make the
connection on their own.” This occurs through various
means governed by state statute,'® such as newspaper ads
or even online websites that allow potential birth mothers
to examine profiles of adoptive parents.'’

2 RUTKIN, supra note 8, at n.7 (independent adoptions allowed in all
states except Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, and Massachusetts).

3 1d. at § 64.04.
4 BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY supra note 2, at 56.

!5 Adoption Options, supra note 5, at 5.
6 Child Welfare Information Gateway, Use of Advertising and
Facilitators in Adoptive Placement, U.S. DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES 2 (Apr. 2012), https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs
[advertising.pdf. For more information on the use of advertising, see
Appendix E. Appendices A to D of this article appear in the printed
version, but the full appendices (A to J) appear in the online version of
the article, available at https://www.jagcnet.
army.mil/DOCLIBS/ARMYLAWYER .NSF/TALDisplay?. The
appendices include: Appendix A, Who May Adopt by State; Appendix
B, Adoption Jurisdiction by State; Appendix C, State Statutes Regarding
Parental Consent; Appendix D, State Statutes on Postadoption
Agreements; Appendix E, State Statutes on Advertising and Use of
Facilitators; Appendix F, Differences in Hague versus Non-Hague
International Processes; Appendix G, Countries Party to the Hague
Convention on Adoption; Appendix H, Convention-Authorized
Agencies; Appendix |, Department of Defense Form 2675,
Reimbursement Request; and Appendix J, Cost of Adopting by Type.

" Mark T. McDermott, Independent Adoption, BUILDING YOUR
FAMILY: THE  FERTILITY  AND  ADOPTION  GUIDE,
http://buildingyourfamily.com/adoption/domestic-adoption/independent
-adoption/ (last visited May 12, 2015). There are websites that
specifically assist in setting up profile pages for birth parents to search
through. Adoption.com offers this service; prospective parents can post
videos, have family members leave comments and endorse them, blog,
and post pictures. Frequently Asked Questions, Adopting, Parenting
Profiles, ADOPTION.COM, http://adoption.com/profiles/faq (last visited
May 12, 2015). This service charges a setup fee of $99 and then costs a
minimum of $199 a month for three months, but prospective parents can
pay more for additional features such as placement on social media sites
and prominence on the search page. Id.

MAY 2015 « THE ARMY LAWYER « DA PAM 27-50-503 49



So, if SSG Langley told you that he and his wife
were placing an ad in the paper to find a birth mother who
wanted to give her baby up for adoption, that would be an
independent or private adoption.'®  Because private
adoption takes place directly between adoptive and birth
parents, parental rights transfer directly to the adoptive
parents.’® One reason prospective adoptive parents (like
SSG Langley and his wife) might prefer this method is
that it may prevent the long wait sometimes associated
with adoption through an agency.® Additionally, birth
parents prefer the sense of openness they get with
selecting the adoptive parents.”* However, there are some
disadvantages. For example, since adoptive parents are
not required to use an attorney or agency during the
adoption process, some states place additional restrictions
on independent adoptions, which are complicated to
navigate.”?  Another drawback is that states regulate this
process more? and it is less systematic than a private
agency adoption.** If SSG Langley wants to pursue
independent adoption, you should advise him to consider
seeking the assistance of an adoption attorney, since the
rules governing independent adoptions vary by state.”® If

® The use of advertising to locate a child is restricted in some states.
Staff Sergeant (SSG) Langley and his wife would not be authorized to
take out this ad in Alabama or Kentucky, but would be authorized to
place it in a paper in Connecticut. Use of Advertising and Facilitators in
Adoptive Placements, supra note 16. For a tally of state-specific
limitations like these, see Appendix E.

¥ McDermott, supra note 17.
20 .

2.
22 Independent Adoptions: The Advantages and Disadvantages of
Skipping the Agency when you Adopt a Child, NOLO, LAW FOR ALL,
http://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/independent-adoptions-
29696.html (last visited May 12, 2015) [hereinafter Independent
Adoptions].

Z .

2 When adopting from a licensed agency, which is discussed in the
following subsection, certain rules and regulations exist to meet
licensing requirements. Agency vs. Independent Adoption, PARENTS,
http://www.parents.com/parenting/adoption/facts/agency-vs-
independent-adoption/ (last visited May 12, 2015) (article reprinted from
the editors of “American Baby”). Additionally, if using an attorney, the
licensed agency makes assurances that the attorney is following the
necessary regulations to maintain American Bar Association
accreditation. 1d. However, if a family pursues a private adoption
without those resources, the risk is higher and less recourse exists in the
event the adoption does not go as planned. Id. One area of little
recourse is expenses provided to the birth parents prior to finalization of
the adoption; they may not be recoverable if the birth parents revoke
consent or change their minds. JOAN H. HOLLINGER, ADOPTION LAW
AND PRACTICE, Ch.1, § 1.05 (Matthew Bender 2014) (available at
LexisNexis).  Generally, the only time monetary damages can be
recovered is in the event of fraud on the part of a birth parent or
facilitator. I1d. See Appendix C for consent revocation by state.

% McDermott, supra note 17. “The role of the adoption attorney varies
by state. In most cases, your lawyer will handle all the legal documents,
negotiate payments to the birthmother, and represent you at the adoption
court hearing.” 1d.; see also, Independent Adoptions supra note 22.

SSG Langley has reservations about independent
adoptions, talk to him and his wife about using an agency
in the process.

C. Private Agency Adoption

Because SSG Langley and his wife are unsure about
an independent adoption, they ask that you give them
more information on using an agency. Some adoptive
parents choose to use the resources of a private adoption
agency, of which there are two types: licensed and
unlicensed. ® An unlicensed agency, also referred to as a
facilitator, serves as a middleman who simply links the
adoptive parents with the birth parents for a fee.?’ States
usually do not regulate unlicensed agencies and
facilitators, which means less protection for the adoptive
parents and “little recourse if the plan does not work out
as they hoped.”?® Some states do not allow unlicensed
agencies or facilitators to enable adoptions.”®  Also,
unlicensed agencies tend to cost the same as licensed
agencies.®® In an agency adoption, generally, the parental
rights transfer from birth parents to the agency and then to
the adoptive parents.*

Therefore, a licensed agency is the preferred route for
many adoptive parents. Licensed agencies are state-
regulated and required to follow state-specific guidelines,
making the process more predictable and reliable for all
parties involved.* Additionally, fees associated with an
agency adoption are all-inclusive, which means the legal
fees and various expenses are included, resulting in the
adopting parents knowing the total cost upfront and being

% Adoption Options, supra note 5, at 4, 6. A starting point to find an
agency or other state resources is the National Foster Care and Adoption
Directory Search, which allows you to search by state and type of
resources you or your client are looking for. National Foster Care and
Adoption Directory, CHILD WELFARE INFO. GATEWAY, U.S DEP'T OF
HEATH AND HUMAN SERVICES, https://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad/
(last visited May 15, 2015).

2" Adoption Options, supra note 5, at 6. “Facilitators may or may not be
regulated in their State and may have varying degrees of expertise in
adoption practice.” Id.

% 4.
% |d. (states prohibiting the use are Delaware and Kansas). See
Appendix E for more information about what states allow the use of
facilitators and restrictions related to the use.

% Child Welfare Information Gateway, Costs of Adopting, U.S. DEP'T
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 2 (Feb. 2011), http://www.child
welfare.gov/pubPDFs/s_costs.pdf. See Appendix J for cost ranges of
each type.

' RUTKIN, supra note 8. Some agencies allow birth mothers more input
into the process, and some agencies allow birth mothers to direct the
placement of the child with a certain family. In that situation, the
agency oversees placement of the child. 1d.

*2 Adoption Options, supra note 5, at 4.
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able to plan for it.*®* Based on the affiliation of the
agency, there may be limitations as to who can apply for
adoption through a prospective agency.>* In addition to
possible limitations placed on the process by various
agencies, another downside to using an agency is the
lengthy wait times frequently associated with these types
of adoptions.®® If SSG Langley and his wife are
concerned about a potentially long wait time in using an
adoption agency, you can direct the conversation to foster
care adoption, where the process is usually quicker.

D. Foster Care (Welfare) Adoption

You might explain to SSG Langley that a foster care
adoption describes the adoption process that occurs when
children are adopted from the foster care system after they
are taken from the birth home because of abuse or neglect
(among other reasons).* At the time of adoption, these
children *are in the custody of their State or county’s
Department of Child and Family Services.”® In 2012,
approximately 50,000 children were adopted from the
welfare system out of the 102,000 waiting for adoption.*®
Obviously, there is no shortage of children in the foster
care system waiting to be adopted. However, children
adopted via foster care adoptions stayed in foster care for
approximately thirty months, on average.** The reason
this statistic is important to a legal assistance attorney
(and thus their clients) is that foster care adoptions usually
involve older children, not infants.*°

Foster care adoptions are an especially viable path if
your clients are interested in adopting a child with special
needs. One consideration when using the term “special
needs” is that its definition is broad in the adoption
world.**  Special needs can refer to anything from

* Costs of Adopting, supra note 30, at 4-5.
% Adoption Options, supra note 5, at 4-5.
% 1d.at4.

% 1d.at 3.
% Adopting Children from Foster Care, CHILD WELFARE INFO.
GATEWAY, U.S DEP’T OF HEATH AND HUMAN SERVICES ADMIN. FOR
CHILDREN  AND  FAMILIES, https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/
adoption/adoptive/choices/ foster-care/ (last visited May 12, 2015).

* U.S DEP’T OF HEATH AND HUMAN SERVICES ADMIN. FOR CHILDREN
AND FAMILIES, ADMIN. ON CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES
CHILDREN’S BUREAU, CHILD WELFARE OUTCOMES 2009-2012 REPORT
TO CONGRESS 22 (Nov. 6, 2014).

* 1d. at 23 (tbl. IV-4, measure C2.2).

40 1d. at 13 (tbl. 111-2). The median percentage of children under the age
of 1 in foster care is 5.9%. The majority of children in foster care are
older than age 8. 1d.

41 Child Welfare Information Gateway, Special Needs Adoption: What
Does It Mean?, U.S. DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 2 (Jul.
2010), https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/specialneeds/

disabilities to age, ethnicity, or “any condition that makes
it more difficult to find an adoptive family.”** In all
states, assistance is available when adopting a special
needs child.** Generally, children older than age five are
considered a special needs adoption.** If SSG Langley
and his wife adopt an older child from the welfare system,
this would be considered a special needs adoption, which
is different from the medical definition of special needs
since it may not have anything to do with a mental,
emotional, or physical handicap.*

The first step in starting a foster care adoption is to
contact the state’s Department of Child Services. Most
states hold meetings offering information on the state-
specific procedures.*®  Advise them to pay special
attention to the rules on moving the child from the state
and the timelines, especially if your client expects orders
for a permanent change of station in the near future. Your
clients should start the required home study (more
formally known as an investigation), discussed in further
detail in section 111 of this article.

specialneeds.pdf.

42 Id. In intercountry adoptions, the term special needs refers more
commonly to a child with physical or mental disabilities. Id.

43 RUTKIN, supra note 8. Families adopting special needs children from
foster care may be eligible for federal subsidies under Title IV-E for the
Social Security Act and state subsidies, which are often called non-Title
IV-E. Adoption Subsidy in the Unites States, NORTH AMERICAN
COUNCIL ON ADOPTABLE CHILDREN, http://www.nacac.org/adoption
subsidy /us.html (last visited May 12, 2015). Title IV-E assistance
attaches two additional requirements to special needs adoptions to
receive federal assistance: the child cannot be returned to his birth
parents and the child could not have been adopted without the financial
assistance. Special Needs Adoption: What Does It Mean?, supra note
41, at 2. “In the U.S. today, almost 90 percent of children and youth
adopted from foster care receive adoption subsidy (or adoption
assistance) to help their families meet their special needs.” Adoption
Subsidy in the United States, supra note 43. For example, if SSG
Langley were adopting a two-year-old child from the foster care system
in lllinois, then that child would be considered a special needs child
under the lllinois definition. Illinois State Subsidy Profile, NORTH
AMERICAN COUNCIL ON ADOPTABLE CHILDREN, http://www.nacac.org/
adoptionsubsidy/stateprofiles/ illinois.html (last visited May 15, 2015).
One of the criteria in the “special needs” category in Illinois is that the
child is one year of age or older. Id. As a result, the family could
receive as much as $384 a month (adjusts based on age) and a
nonrecurring payment of up to $1,500. Id. Additionally, the child is
eligible for Medicaid. 1d. There are also other benefits available, like
tuition assistance and child care. Id.

4 RUTKIN, supra note 8.

45 BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY supra note 2, at 272.
4 How to Adopt, HEART GALLERY OF AMERICA INC., http:/www.
heartgalleryofamerica.org/Adoption/About_Adoption.html#steps  (last
visited May 12, 2015).
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E. Intercountry Adoption

Families who adopt from a country other than the
United States go through the procedure of an intercountry
adoption.*” Intercountry adoption entails several legally
complicated processes, and the fact that a Soldier is
stationed in another country can create additional
requirements. Adoptive parents must abide by the state
laws in which they reside, along with the requirements of
the country where the child is located and the federal
requirements for bringing the child back into the United
States.”® Another important aspect that clients looking
into this type of adoption must research is whether the
country they are adopting from is a party to the Hague
Adoption Convention.* If the country of the prospective
adoption is a party to the Hague Adoption Convention,
then the Hague process of both the United States and
other country must be followed.*

When starting the international adoption process,
adoptive parents should, in general, find an adoption
agency. If your client elects to seek the assistance of an
agency for an adoption from a country that is a party to
the Hague Adoption Convention, then it is imperative that

47 Office of Children’s Issues, Intercountry Adoption from A to Z, U.S.
DEP’T STATE, 7, http://travel.state.gov/content/dam/aa/pdfs/Intercountry
_Adoption_From_A_Z.pdf (currently, the countries that U.S. adoptive
families adopt from the most are China, Colombia, Ethiopia, Guatemala,
Haiti, India, Kazakhstan, Liberia, Philippines, Russia, South Korea,
Taiwan, Ukraine, and Vietnam). To see the specific process of a certain
country, visit the U.S. Department of State’s website.  Country
Information, BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS, U.S. DEP’T OF STATE,
http://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/country-information
.html (last visited May 15, 2015).

8 What is Intercountry Adoption, BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS, U.S.
DEP'T OF STATE, http://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad
/en/adoption-process/what-is-intercountry-adoption.html (last updated
June 4, 2013). Some countries will not finalize the adoption, but instead
grant guardianship; then, the prospective parent brings the child back to
the United States and finalizes the adoption in the state of residence.
Intercountry Adoption from A to Z, supra note 47, at 17. Additionally,
the servicemember must determine if there is a Status of Forces
Agreement (SOFA) with the host nation and ascertain any restrictions on
relocating the adopted child. Child Welfare Information Gateway,
Military Families Considering Adoption, U.S DEP’T OF HEATH AND
HUMAN SERVICES 3 (Dec. 2010), https://www.childwelfare.gov
/pubPDFs/f_militia.pdf.

49 Intercountry Adoption from A to Z, supra note 47, at 11-12. The
Hague Adoption Convention is an agreement signed by more than
seventy-five countries (the United States signed it in 1994 and became a
party in 2008) to provide more protections and transparency to
intercountry adoptions. 1d. An example of an additional requirement for
adopting from a country that is a party to the Hague Adoption
Convention is that the prospective parents “must participate in at least
ten hours of pre-adoption training before traveling overseas to complete
an adoption.” Id. See Appendix G for a list of countries party to the
Hague Convention.

%0 Adoption Process, BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS, U.S. DEP’T OF
STATE, http://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/adoption-
process.html (last visited May 12, 2015). See Appendix F for a chart on
the different processes of Hague and non-Hague countries.

the adoptive parents find an accredited adoption agency.™*
Military personnel “on assignment abroad [must] be [a]
‘habitual resident’® in the United States for the purpose
of completing an intercountry adoption in accordance
with U.S. law and regulation.”®®  Additionally, SSG
Langley and his wife must to be aware that once they
have completed the adoption, they still need to obtain a
visa for the child prior to bringing the child back to the
United States.**

F. Closed vs. Open Adoption

Closed adoptions are increasingly rare in domestic
adoption, but prospective parents should know about the
concept.”® “Closed adoption refers to an adoption process
where there is no interaction of any kind between
birthmothers and prospective adoptive families.”®® In a
closed adoption, the court usually seals the records and
the birth parents and adoptive parents do not have any
contact after the adoption is finalized.”” This is an
attractive option when the adoptive parents do not want
their child to have contact with the birth parent for a
variety of reasons, such as continued contact might be
harmful to the child.® The more common trend in

5! Intercountry Adoption from A to Z, supra note 47, at 7. See Appendix
H for a list of accredited agencies.

2. The term habitual residence lacks a definition, which causes
confusion and leaves room for varying court interpretation. Jeff
Atkinson, The Meaning of “Habitual Residence” Under the Hague
Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction and
the Hague Convention on the Protection of Child, 63 OKLA. L. REV.
647, 647-49 (2011); see also, BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY supra note 2,
at 1423.

%% U.S. Citizens Adopting Abroad, BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS,
U.S. DEP’T OF STATE, http://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/
adoption-process/who-can-adopt/us-citizens-adopting-abroad.html  (last
visited May 12, 2015).

% Intercountry Adoption from A to Z, supra note 47, at 21. The status
of whether the country is a Hague country or not plays into this part of
the process, too. If the country is a party to the convention, then the
child must meet the definition of a “convention adoptee” and a form I-
800 must be filled out and approved before the child can be brought
back to the United States. Id. at 22. If the country is not a party to the
convention, then a form 1-600 needs to be completed and approved to
verify the child meets the definition of an orphan under the Immigration
and Nationality Act. Id. at 21.

% Open vs. Closed Adoption, FINDLAW, http:/family.findlaw.com
/adoption /open-vs-closed-adoption.html (last visited May 12, 2015).
“Closed adoptions are rare in the United States, but remain common in
international adoptions. . ..” Id.

% Closed Adoption Advantages, AMERICAN PREGNANCY ASSOCIATION,
http://americanpregnancy.org/adoption/closed-adoption-advantages/
(last visited May 12, 2015).

5 Open vs. Closed Adoption, supra note 55.

%8 The trend is just now changing from more closed adoptions to more
open adoptions. “The trend [in the past] reflected common attitudes that
children and birth mothers should be protected from the stigma of
illegitimacy.” Child Welfare Information Gateway, Openness in
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domestic adoption is an open adoption.*® This is where
the adoptive parents know who the birth parents are and
have likely met one or both of them.®* In an open
adoption, it is possible for a relationship between child
and birth parent(s) to continue after the transfer of rights:
the birth parent(s) stays in touch with the child and
adoptive parents.”  Sometimes, this contact and its
frequency is outlined in a postadoption agreement,
incorporated into the adoption decree and enforceable by
the court.®?

I1l. The Next Steps

Once your clients have settled on the type of adoption
they want to pursue, they must start the process. One of
the first steps is understanding the procedures and some
of the key laws that govern it, such as the Interstate
Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC).

A. Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children

The ICPC is “the main legal mechanism outlining the
mandatory legal process that must be followed before a
child can be placed from one state to another for purposes
of foster care and adoption.”® “The [ICPC] is comprised

Adoption: Building Relationships Between Adoptive and Birth Families,
U.S. DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 2 (Jan. 2013),
https://www.childwelfare.gov/ pubPDFs/f_openadopt.pdf. As a result,
the “sense of secrecy” left adopted children with unanswered feelings of
loss and without access to information about their medical histories or
genetics. Id. However, the openness prevalent now in many adoptions
allows adopted children access to that information. 1d.

% “In today’s adoptions, Bethany experiences over 90% of infant
adoptions within the U.S. having some form of openness.” Learn more
About Domestic Adoptions, BETHANY CHRISTIAN  SERVICES,
http://www.bethany.org/martinsburg/fag-domestic-adoption (last visited
May 12, 2015).

5 Open vs. Closed Adoption, supra note 55.
5t 1d.

2 Child Welfare Information Gateway, Postadoption Contact
Agreements Between Birth and Adoptive Families, U.S. DEP'T OF
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 2 (Jun. 2014),
https://www.childwelfare.gov/ pubPDFs/cooperative.pdf. “Postadoption
contact occurred more in private adoption (68 percent) as compared with
adoption from foster care (39 percent) and international adoption (6
percent).” Openness in Adoption: Building Relationships Between
Adoptive and Birth Families, supra note 58, at 3 (citing Sharon
Vandivere and Karin Malm, Adoption USA: A Chartbook Based on the
2007 National Survey of Adoptive Parents, U.S. DEP’T OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES (2009), http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/09/NSAP/chartbook/
index.pdf). See Appendix D for a list of states that allow postadoption
agreements.

% The Am. Pub. Human Services Ass’n, Interstate Compact on the
Placement of Children: A Pathways Policy Brief (Apr. 25, 2013),
http://www.aphsa.org/content/dam/AAICPC/PDF%20DOC/Home%20p
age/ICPC-Policy-Brief.pdf.

of individual state laws, not federal legislation.”®* The
tricky part is that “[e]very state has developed its own
requirements, procedures and interpretations of the
law.”® What this means for your clients is they should be
aware that they are a party to an interstate adoption.
Because of this fact, they and their team of experts, which
may include the adoption agency and/or an adoption
attorney, will have to ensure “compliance with the [ICPC]
and the applicable laws of the state where the child is to
be placed.”® In simple terms, tell your clients it means
there is additional paperwork and court filings for an
interstate adoption.®’  This may be another reason your
clients should hire an attorney to assist if they are
considering an independent adoption.

In cases of agency adoption, the agency handles these
procedures. Anocther point for your client to consider
during interstate adoptions is that the process of obtaining
court approval to take the child across state lines can vary
from seven to twenty-one days.®® This is a matter your
clients should factor in to planning if they want to stay
with the child until approval is given as this could result
in the need for additional leave. Two exceptions to the
ICPC are stepchildren adoptions and familial adoptions;
in those cases, the ICPC does not apply.®® Compliance
with the ICPC is of utmost importance because failure to
comply could result in termination of the adoption.”

6 RUTKIN, supra note 8, at § 64.21. The Interstate Compact on the
Placement of Children (ICPC) has been enacted by all fifty states and
the District of Columbia and the Virgin Islands. 1d.

8 d.
8 4.

57 1d. This is important for military clients because of the potential for a
permanent change of station before completing the adoption. A
servicemember has options if this happens before the adoption is final:
he could ask to extend at his current assignment; he could ask the court
to allow the non-military adoptive parent to remain in the state to
finalize the adoption; or he can work with his adoption professionals to
ensure the ICPC compliance and both the receiving and sending state
approve the adoption. McKenzie Consulting, Inc., Where My Family Is:
That’'s Home!, ADOPTUSKIDS 69, http://www.adoptuskids.org
|_assets/files/nrcrrfap/ resources/wherever-my-family-is-thats-home.pdf.
Once the adoption is final, the servicemember can move with the child
without issues. Military Families Considering Adoption, supra note 48,
at4.

5 RUTKIN, supra note 8, at § 64.21.
5 1d.
4.

The Supreme Court of Montana in In re Adoption of
T.M.M., found that the prospective adoptive parents’
failure to comply with the terms and procedures of
the ICPC constituted full and sufficient grounds for
the revocation of the parents’ consent when the
adoptive parents stated they brought the child across
state lines for adoption. A number of courts have
taken the position that ICPC compliance is required
before a petition for adoption may proceed.
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To help alleviate the inevitable stress associated with
the complicated legalese of various state statutes, it might
be helpful to give your clients an overview of what the
ICPC requires.” The forms filed in the child’s state
contain the basic administrative information of the
adoption, such as the names of the birth parents, the
individuals who will be financially responsible for the
child, and the type of placement.”” Additionally, “[a]ll
states require that there be a home study conducted of the
prospective adoptive parents.”’®> One of the benefits to
the ICPC is that a majority of states collect the “medical
history and social summary of the birth parents,” along
with the “medical information about the child’s birth or
the child’s medical and social history.””* One of the
reasons for the delay caused by the ICPC is most states
require proof of the relinquishment of parental rights.”
Some states have mandatory waiting periods before
parental rights can terminate, which can further prolong
the process. "

B. Parental Rights

An adoption to be deemed final, all states require
consent be given by the birth parents or “a statute or court
waives the necessity for it.”’" Consent of the birth
parent(s) can “be executed in writing and witnessed as
specified by statute or given orally before a court or an
individual designated by the court.””® Your clients should

Id. (citing In re Adoption of T. M. M., 186 Mont. 460 (Mont.
1980)).

™ Id. The basic principle of the ICPC is that it requires the “receiving”
state to approve the process prior to the child arriving in the state. Id.

2 d.
™ 1d.; see also infra Part 111.C (discussing home studies in further
detail).

™ Id. States not requiring the medical history of parents are Montana
and Wyoming, and states not requiring the medical history of the child
and record of the child’s birth are Arizona, Montana, Nevada, and
Vermont. Id. at n.33-34. In addition to information such as medical
history, all states require compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act
(ICWA). Id. The ICWA is a federal law governing adoption and foster
care of American Indian and Native Alaskan Children. 1d. § 64.22.

™ 1d. § 64.21.

" Id. See Appendix C for more information on waiting periods.
" |d. § 64.10. The court may waive the necessity for consent in
situations of abandonment, child abuse, failure to communicate,
incarceration, mental illness, neglect, non-support, rape and incest,
unfitness, or when it is in the best interest of the child. Id. § 64.11.

™ 1d. § 64.12. This document is one of the most important documents
in the adoption process. Id. Issues with the consent documents or
deviations from the statue can result in a challenge by the birth parents
and possibly termination of the adoption proceedings. Id. See Bozeman
v. Williams, 248 Ga. 606, 285 S.E.2d 9, 1981 Ga. LEXIS 1099 (Ga.

understand that parental consent does not necessarily
terminate parental rights; most jurisdictions terminate
parental rights and support obligations upon the adoption
decree becoming final.””  This means parental rights
“remain in a state of legal limbo” from the time parental
consent is given until the final adoption decree.?’ Further,
some states require birth parents be notified of each step
in the process as parental rights do not terminate until the
final adoption decree is entered, whereas other states
statutorily waive notice, which means that the birth
parents are not informed throughout the process.®* Since
state law varies, it is beneficial for your clients to simply
include a waiver of notice as part of the consent to
adopt.®

It is also important to know, when dealing with
parental consent, who must give consent.®®* In most
circumstances, it is clear who the birth mother is, and she
has the “legal right to consent.”®* The birth father’s right
to consent is more complicated. In cases where the child
is born in wedlock, and the husband is the father of the
child, then the father has the right to consent.?® In some
states, even if the husband is not the father, consent may
be required.?® Situations where birth parents are not
married vary even more, depending on the state. Many
states require the birth father to demonstrate he is willing
to participate in the childrearing in order to have the right
to consent.?”  “The mere existence of a biological link
does not merit equivalent constitutional protections under
the Due Process Clause.”®

In some cases, birth parents transfer their rights to the
adoption agency or even to Child Welfare Services, thus
requiring agency/department consent.?® Consent from an
agency is generally handled two ways. The first is for the
agency to give consent to the adoptive parents, as if it

1981) (adoption found invalid because no strict compliance with
Georgia statute).

™ See RUTKIN, supra note 8, at § 64.10
8 4.

8 |d. See D.C. Code § 16-306(b) (2014) (party who formally gives
consent to the adoption waives notice).

& 4.
& d.
& d.
& |d.
& |d.
& 1d.

® |d. (citing Lehr v. Robertson, 463 U.S. 248, 261, 103 S. Ct. 2985, 77
L. Ed. 2d 614 (1983)).

4.
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were actually the birth parents consenting.” The second
way is the agency/department holds consent until
immediately before the final adoption decree, and it
transfers with the decree.®*

C. You Want to Adopt? You’re Going to Be
Investigated

An investigation into the adoptive family is one of
the first steps in starting the adoption process. Almost
all individuals seeking adoption must conduct this step,
with the exception of stepparent adoptions in some
states.”® Generally, the investigation is referred to as a
home study, but that only encompasses one element of the
investigative process. The investigation is often a three-
step process, but varies depending on state
requirements.*

First, there is a pre-placement evaluation on
the suitability of the prospective adoptive
parents.  Second, there is a report and
recommendation to the court, evaluating the
placement and describing the adoptive
parents, the child and birth parents. Third,
there may be a report based upon post-
placement supervision, often after entry of
an interlocutory order, which reports on the
child's adjustment to the adoptive family.%

This is one area your client will not be able to look to
state statutes for guidance, but instead should examine
state regulations to determine the requirements on the

0 d.

' 1d. When consent is withheld, this may be done until completion of
the post-placement evaluation. Id.; see also infra Part I11.

°2 The individual or entity that conducts the investigation and prepares
the reports varies from state to state. Id. § 64.13. The investigation is
generally done by the agency in an agency adoption; in cases of private
adoptions, it can be done by an independent social worker, licensed
child-placing agency, or court investigator, depending on the state. Id.
In most cases, the prospective parents select who conducts the
investigation. Id. It is important that they select an evaluator who has
“a similar basic philosophical approach” and is “reputable with the
courts, the ICPC office and the adoption community in general.” Id.

% |d. Servicemembers living overseas who want to adopt must still
have a home study “completed and approved by a social worker licensed
in the United States to do adoption home studies.” Military Families
Considering Adoption, supra note 48, at 3. Additionally, if a
servicemember has a home study done in one state and then moves to
another state, the servicemember must check the requirements of the
new state to see if the home study has to be redone or approved by that
state to receive approval for an adoption. Id. at 4.

® RUTKIN, supra note 8, § 64.10.

% d.

“content and form of home studies and court reports.”

Home studies are required in intercountry adoptions,
t00.”” Clients, or their attorneys, must determine if the
country is a party to the Hague Convention and, if so,
must follow the rules and requirements of the Hague
Convention for the home study.”® The result of unclear
statutory guidance is that prospective parents rely heavily
on the individual conducting the investigation to
accomplish the study in compliance with the law.

1. Pre-placement Evaluation

The investigative process starts with a pre-placement
evaluation; this is the home study.*® The pre-placement
evaluation is generally required, but not in all states.'®
The Child Welfare League of America®®* has six criteria it
uses during the pre-placement evaluation to assist in the
determining the suitability for adoption.’®* Those six
criteria are “total personality functioning, emotional
maturity, quality of spousal relationship, capacity to
parent children in need of family membership, attitudes
towards childlessness, and readiness to adopt and the

% |d. State statutes usually determine who should do the home study
and set forth an overview of what it should contain, but the bulk of the
information is in state regulations (not in the actual statute). 1d.

" Child Welfare Information Gateway, The Adoption Home Study
Process, U.S. DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 4 (Jul. 2010),
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/f_homstu.cfm. For intercountry
adoptions, “[sJome countries accept an authenticated U.S. home study of
the prospective adoptive parents; other countries require adoptive
parents to travel and be evaluated in-country.” Intercountry Adoption
from A to Z, supra note 47, at 15. Some countries place additional
requirements on families adopting from their country. For example, in
May 2007, China added an additional criterion that in order to adopt
from there, prospective parents had to have body mass index of less than
40. David Katz, China Restrictions Adoption Policies, ABCNEWS (Dec.
21, 2006), available at https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/
f_openadopt.pdf.

% See The Adoption Home Study Process, supra note 97, at 4.
% RUTKIN supra note 8, at §64.15. When dealing with agency
adoptions, there are oftentimes two additional elements prior to the
home study: an information meeting to see if the agency is a fit for the
family and training to assist the family in understanding challenges they
may face in adoption. The Adoption Home Study Process, supra note
97,at2.

100 gee RUTKIN supra note 8, at § 64.13. The exceptions in some states
are in cases of some intra-state private adoptions, step-parent adoptions,
and some relative adoptions. 1d. However, in intra-state private
adoptions, a majority of states require a post-placement evaluation. Id.
101 «IChild Welfare League of America] leads and engages its network
of public and private agencies and partners to advance policies, best
practices and collaborative strategies that result in better outcomes for
children, youth and families that are vulnerable.” Who We Are and
What We Do, Our Mission, CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE OF AMERICA,
http://www.cwla.org/about-us/ (last visited May 12, 2015).

02 RUTKIN, supra note 99 (citing CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE OF
AMERICA, STANDARDS FOR ADOPTION SERVICES § 5.5 (rev. ed. 1978)).
These criteria are only used as guidelines and are therefore not binding.
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reasons for adoption.”*® Each state evaluates the criteria
differently, depending on the requirements of the specific
state.’® The methods of evaluation include letters of
recommendation, interviews with the prospective parents,
criminal history, income or employment verification, and
home visits."® Once the Child Welfare League of
America compiles all the information, it prepares a
written report containing a recommendation as to the
suitability of the applicant for placement.*®

2. Court Report

The investigative process continues with a court
report.’” The court report occurs after placement, usually
within ninety days.*® These “reports typically consist of
analysis of the adoptive family, birth parents, and child,
and then a recommendation as to the adoption.”*® It is a
compilation of all the information that has already been
collected so that the parties can present everything to the
court."™®  Again, as with the pre-placement evaluation,
after all this information is gathered, this report is
prepared and contains a recommendation to the court as to
adoption.™

3. Post-placement Evaluation

Finally, a post-placement evaluation is completed.'*?

This is not required in all states or countries; in states or

103 Id

104 Id

%5 1d. Other sources of information the social worker may collect are
income statements, health statements, and autobiographical statements.
The Adoption Home Study Process, supra note 97, at 4.

1% See RUTKIN, supra note 8, at § 64.13. The recommendation could be
favorable, to include that the family only adopt from a certain category,
or an unfavorable recommendation. Id. During this stage, the social
worker generally assists the potential parents in remedying any issues
that arise. Id. However, some obstacles are harder to overcome. Those
issues are child abuse, periods of incarceration, drug and alcohol abuse,
and certain physical and mental health issues. 1d. In addition to the
recommendation, the report contains information on family background,
education, employment, relationships, daily life, parenting,
neighborhood, religion or belief system, and feelings and readiness for
adoption. See The Adoption Home Study Process, supra note 97, at 2.

97 See RUTKIN, supra note 8, at § 64.13.

108 Id
109 Id

110 Id

"1 |1d. The possible recommendations at this point in the process are
that the adoption proceed, more investigation occur, or the adoption be
denied. Id.

112 Id

countries that do require it, a negative recommendation in
the report is rare.’** The post-placement evaluation is
simply a follow-up to ensure the child is adjusting to her
new environment and that the parents are settling into
their roles as parents.* The reason it is important your
clients understand the investigative process is, first, they
know what to expect as it may feel invasive at times and,
second, it takes time to get this accomplished, adding to
the timeline to finalize an adoption.'*

D. How Much Does It Cost to Adopt?

The projected cost of raising a child, to the age of 18,
born in 2013 is $245,340—before college tuition."'® For
clients seeking to start or expand their family through
adoption, the costs can begin to accumulate before the
child is even born. The financial costs associated with
adoption can range from nothing to more than $40,000,
depending on several factors, which may include what
type of adoption the client is seeking, whether the client is
adopting a special needs child, and if the adoption crosses
state lines.*” The financial aspect is something your
clients must prepare themselves for. Pointing out to
clients they must plan accordingly so the process does not
push them into an undesirable financial situation is part of
a legal assistance attorney’s job. Additionally, they
should be aware of grant and stipend opportunities
available to defer some of the costs, discussed further in
subsection F below.®

If your client chooses to adopt from foster care or a
public agency, the cost may range from zero to $2,500.™
There are some lesser fees associated with public agency
adoptions, but, in most instances, the state provides
subsidies to cover expenses or waives fees.'® However,
once a family decides on a private adoption, international

113 Id

114 Id

"5 The Adoption Home Study Process, supra note 97, at 7. The home
study process can take approximately three to six months and may vary
based on the responsiveness of the adoptive parents. Id.

16 News Release No. 0179.14, U.S. Dep’t of Agriculture, Parents
Projected to Spend $245,340 to Raise a Child Born in 2013, according to
USDA Report (Aug. 18, 2014) (on file with author).

"7 Costs of Adopting, supra note 30, at 2. See Appendix J for a range of
costs for various types of adoption.

18 Bethany Christian Services, Adoption Loans, Grants & Scholarship
Resources,  http://www.bethany.org/assets/guides/Adoption-Financial-
Resources.pdf; see also, Affording Adoption, ADOPTION COVENANT,
http://www.adoptioncovenant.org/affording-adoption.php (last visited
May 12, 2015) (providing examples of resources available to individuals
seeking financial assistance).

1% Costs of Adopting, supra note 30, at 2.

120 Id
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adoption, or agency adoption, the costs increase. The
reason for the increase is the inclusion of the home
study, ' legal fees, foreign fees, and agency fees, among
other costs.’? Nevertheless, there are ways to reduce
these fees and the overall cost of adoption.

E. Easing the Financial Burden

Tax credits can assist in decreasing the financial
burden of an adoption. In 2014, the maximum federal tax
credit for a qualifying adoption was $13,190.*2 Your
clients should consult with tax professionals about state
tax credits. For example, Indiana recently enacted a
credit for tax year 2015 that allows families who finalized
a qualifying adoption in that tax year to receive a credit of
10 plezacent of the federal credit or $1,000, whichever is
less.

Additionally, the military offers a stipend to active
duty members who adopt.  The military offers “up to
$2,000 per adoptive child, but no more than $5,000 per
calendar year.”'® When advising your clients, ensure
they are aware that this stipend is only available for
adoptions accomplished through “a qualified adoption
agency or other source authorized to place children for
adoption under State or local law.”*?® Additionally, the
stipend is only paid when the adoption is finalized, which
means to receive this stipend, the servicemember must
remain on active duty until the adoption is complete.*?’

21 The home study fee even varies depending on the type of adoption.
For welfare adoptions, the cost may be waived altogether or be as little
as $300 to $500, which many times is reimbursed. The Adoption Home
Study Process, supra note 97, at 7. In situations of an agency adoption,
the cost can range from $1,000 to $3,000 and may include other fees.
Id.

122 Costs of Adopting, supra note 30, at 4.

22 Topic 607 — Adoption Credit and Adoption Assistance Programs,
I.R.S. (2014), http://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc607.html (last visited May
12, 2015). Individuals can claim reimbursement for certain expenses for
a qualifying adoption up to a maximum of $13,190 in tax year 2014. Id.
(explaining tax credit does not apply to stepparent adoptions).

24 H B. 1222, 2014 Gen. Assemb., Reg. Sess. (Ind. 2014).

25 U.S. DEP'T DEF., INSTR. 1341.9, DOD ADOPTION REIMBURSEMENT
PROGRAM, para. 4.1 (3 Nov. 2007) (C1 23 Apr. 2009). If an adopting
couple is dual-military, then only one servicemember can receive the
stipend. Id.

26 |d. para. 4.2. (noting stepparent adoptions do not qualify for this
stipend).

27 |d. para. 4.1. In order to apply for the reimbursement, the Soldier
must fill out and submit Department of Defense (DD) Form 2675,
Reimbursement Request for Adoption Expense, within one year of
finalizing the adoption, to the nearest personnel and finance office. Id.
See Appendix | for a copy of DD Form 2675.

Outside of the military, many institutions offer loan,
grant, and scholarship opportunities.*?® An example is the
nonprofit organization Help Us Adopt, which issues
grants to individuals trying to adopt and needing
assistance with the expenses.**® Help Us Adopt has paid
more than $900,000 in grants since its creation in 2007.**
Although it may be time and work-intensive to seek out
financial assistance, other avenues exist for loans and
grants to defray adoption costs. Your clients should know
that those opportunities are available so they can ask the
right questions of experts involved in the adoption
process. ™!

F. Citizenship

At the conclusion of an intercountry adoption, your
happy clients—new parents—may return to your office to
ask questions about obtaining citizenship for their new
child. You should review the Child Citizenship Act of
2000."* The Child Citizenship Act was designed to make
it easier for foreign-born children (including adopted
children) who meet the requirements to obtain citizenship
automatically.®®  Under the Child Citizenship Act,
children adopted abroad can automatically acquire U.S.
citizenship if the following circumstances exist: “At least
one parent of the child is a U.S. citizen; the child is under
the age of 18; the child is admitted to the United States as
an immigrant for lawful permanent residence; and the
adoption is final.”** This means your clients no longer
have to submit a separate application for the child to be
naturalized; a child will receive citizenship automatically
upon meeting the requirements.*®

28 Sypra note 118.
129 Becky and Kipp Fawcett, Learn More About Us,
HELPUSADOPT.ORG, http://www.helpusadopt.org /about_us.html (last
visited May 12, 2015).

130 Id

31 Adoption Loans, Grants & Scholarship Resources, supra note 118.
Examples of assistance are the Gift of Adoption Fund, which offers
grants up to $7,500 for domestic and international adoptions, and A
Child Waits Foundation, offering grants up to $5,000 and low-interest
loans up to $10,000 for international adoptions. Id.

32 The Child Citizenship Act of 2000, P. L. No. 106-395, 11 Stat. 1631
(2000).

138 U.S. DEP’T OF JUSTICE, FACT SHEET: THE CHILD CITIZENSHIP ACT
OF 2000 (1 Dec. 2000).

3 Intercountry Adoption from A to Z, supra note 47, at 31.

5 I1d. A copy of N-600, Application for Citizenship can be found at
http://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/ files/form/n-600.pdf. Although
the requirements are simplified, that does not alleviate the costs
associated with the forms. Filing a N-600 costs U.S. citizens $550 per
adopted child. Form N-600 Instructions, DEP’T OF HOMELAND
SECURITY 7 (rev. 2/3/15), http://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/
files/form/n-600instr.pdf.

MAY 2015 « THE ARMY LAWYER « DA PAM 27-50-503 57



One of the exceptions to the Child Citizenship Act is
when a child is born outside the United States and is
living outside the United States.*® In that case, the
parents must apply for naturalization and the child must
be in the United States for that process to take place.™’
However, there is an exception for military members
stationed overseas.™®® A servicemember who completed
an intercountry adoption and who is living overseas must
still apply for naturalization for the child, but the process
can take place while overseas.”®® This is beneficial to
your clients, and a simplified step for a servicemember
assigned overseas.

IV. Military-Specific Issues
A. Leave

When your clients plan for the adoption process, they
should think about the time they will need to be away
from work during the process and after they have adopted
the child.**® Soldiers adopting are not authorized leave
under the Family Medical Leave Act.*** However, under
Public Law 109-163, a servicemember is allowed twenty-
one days of adoption leave to take care of the new
child.** If the adopting parents are dual-military, only
one parent may take the twenty-one days.**® This leave
can be taken in conjunction with ordinary leave.***
Advise your clients that most daycares will not take a
baby under six weeks old.** If your clients have opted

1% .S. DEP’T OF JUSTICE, FACT SHEET: THE CHILD CITIZENSHIP ACT
OF 2000 (1 Dec. 2000).

137 Id

% Child Citizenship Act of 2000 — Sections 320 and 322 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act, BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS, U.S.
DEP’T OF STATE, http://travel.state.gov/content/travel/english/legal-
considerations/us-citizenship-laws-policies/child-citizenship-act.html
(last visited May 12, 2015).

139 Id

0 vour clients should pay particular attention to this in intercountry
adoptions and the travel requirements associated with the country they
want to adopt from. Some countries require an extended stay or a period
of residence prior to completion of the adoption. Intercountry Adoption
from A to Z, supra note 47, at 15.

1 Family Medical Leave Act of 1993, Pub. L. No. 103-3, 107 Stat. 6
(1993). The Family Medical Leave Act allows eligible employees from
covered employers to take 12 weeks of unpaid leave for the birth of a
child or the adoption of a child; additionally, the employee’s position is
protected. Id.

142 National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006, Pub. L.
No. 109-163, §592, 119 Stat. 3280 (2006).

143 Id
144 Id

5 Child Development Centers, NATIONAL MILITARY FAMILY

ASSOCIATION, http://www.militaryfamily.org/get-info/military-
kids/child-care/child-development-centers.html (last visited Jan. 21,

for an international adoption, remember to go through the
proper channels for a travel clearance for the country they
are adopting from.**

B. Healthcare

Some private adoption agreements with the birth
mother, depending on what the specific state allows,
require adopting parents to pay for housing and healthcare
relating to maternity expenses of the birth mother.**’
However, Tricare does not cover these costs, which can
be substantial.*® This becomes an out-of-pocket expense
for the adopting parent. Once the child is born and is
registered in the Defense Enrollment Eligibility System
(DEERS), Tricare does cover medical expenses.**® The
child can only be enrolled in DEERS with “a record of
adoption or a letter of placement of the child into the
home by a recognized placement/adoption agency or the
court before the final adoption.”*®®  Additionally,
“[c]hildren are automatically covered as TRICARE Prime
or [TRICARE Prime Remote for Active Duty Family
Members (TPRADFM)] beneficiaries for 60 days after
birth as long as one family member is enrolled in
TRICARE Prime, [TRICARE Prime Remote] or
TPRADFM.”"!  Therefore, the adopting parents should
find a point of contact at TRICARE before the baby
arrives and ensure they take appropriate, timely actions
once the baby is born. In the case of a non-adopted
stepchild, the stepchild need not be adopted for Tricare
eligibility."® The servicemember simply proves he is
“married to the stepchild’s parent” at the time he adds the
child to DEERS and that the spouse is the custodial
parent.™

2015). The Child Development Center, which runs more than 800 child
care facilities for military and Department of Defense children, does not
take children until they are at least 6 weeks old. Id.

146 U.S. DEP’T OF ARMY, REG. 600-8-10, LEAVES AND PASSES, ch. 8 (15
Feb. 20086).

47 Child Welfare Information Gateway, Regulation of Private Domestic
Adoption Expenses, U.S DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 3
(Mar. 2013), https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/expenses.pdf.

148 Adopting a Child, TRICARE, http://www.tricare.mil/LifeEvents/Baby/
Adopting.aspx (last visited May 12, 2015).

149 Id

30 Children, TRICARE, http://www.tricare.mil/Plans/Eligibility/Children
.aspx (last visited May 12, 2015).

31 TRICARE, Maternity Care, 2 (Feb. 2014), www.tricare.mil/~/
media/FilessTRICARE/.../Maternity_FS.pdf.

152 Adopting a Child, supra note 148.

153 Id
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V. Conclusion

Adoption is a complicated area of family law that
requires specialized knowledge to inform and prepare
clients expanding their family. You can assist SSG
Langley and his wife with certain parts of the adoption
proceedings™®* and give them the tools, knowledge, and
advice to start planning the path they want to take. This is
an area of practice that is specifically authorized under
AR 27-38°  The requirement is simply to be
knowledgeable in the area; *° this article gives you that
knowledge.™® Clients like SSG Langley and his wife will
walk away from their client consultation more informed
about adoption laws and armed with the resources to gain
more information. You will have made a difference in
their lives and in the lives of the children they adopt.

54 AR 27-3, supra note 4.
155 Id
156 Id

157 Id

MAY 2015 « THE ARMY LAWYER « DA PAM 27-50-503

59



Appendix A. Who May Adopt by State*

0107 12quiydag ut speaddyy Jo oy

BT 94 AQ [EUOBIHHSUON PALoap X X X X Troreo § IS uuy epLIold
Jundope s[EMXesOUICY U UONIGN[OI]
S0y { =01 § apo) IqEmR.)
X sy X TOE-9T ¥ 3poD "uy’ 10 PISIA
2118 21]) JO UapIsal e 3
; 156 €06 §¢
B pU® Jap[0 10 28w Jo s1ead [ aq JSnjy 5 X X ‘€1 L 8pop) Uy AEMER(]
[BIX2S1q 10 [BNN2SOUION ST I2)dope uatjm vEL
paambar jou juswsord puw paispsued STy X -BG STEL-BCK fROTL (LRTTREITTT g
24 Apur 12dope 211 Jo UOTRIURTIO [BENXaS -egp §§ 1M usn
Lt 101-1-F1 202
QAT 1O IZPT0 10 SIBRA [T 29 IS NPy g X X 61 §¢ IS ..>3_ operojo))
suondope perqmumy pue pamddas 107 e .
apewr suondaoxa ‘paydope Sutaq puyo A X X ¥ omm% .Eom\.o:ow eILIoJe)
» ¥ 3POD AfIIRY
UPL[ 2P0 SIRaA ()] 1SBR] I8 2 JSnuT Py
X X X X X P0Z-6-6 § 2pop) "ty SeSueHIy
LUBLLIOM n::.“
BRI PRl o] UaA1d aouatagand ‘enba B L
utaq s3uny e ‘Asusprsal saimbay] 3 X €01-3 § s Asy BUOZLIY
[eaoxdde pmos Y 10 19p(o 1o swak |7 X LIFOSE § 9pos) Uy EOTUES UEILIIUNY
. . . 0TOET'ET
X X X X X § g Wy ejsely
§
LRI T
X X -V01-07 § 3poD PV v
(apqepearun
Jo uonuap
..u... e.—.ﬂ-:haﬂw“”: .““.w_a”ﬁuu .“..a_“h (suopdope (syudmaanbax
*a Ay ) L oopop yjuaaeddas S 1 (sjuawranbag
“2ouajadwoou) asnodg uaaeddags 0 Aduapisaa
paeaedag . R JO SED uondope
uoEuLIouY OuAE JO JUASUO)) NPy Ardde you op pue jnpe .
Aqeday Surpnpaug uo sEEp [euopippe aerg
[euomppy suawaanbay a0 PHLIEN JUASU0D yum ynpy | paprewu) |sjuawaanbaa you) fyuyor Jo uopuyap Toy agryus 398)
UIELINSE 0) PaLLIEy Kuapisal 5 y J10] aNJE)S 38 ) 3
" YA puE . ULy ANjEIS
aqeun) asnodg puE ase) ki nnpy Luy
JOUISHO) waaeddng PUEGSRH
oA
NPy PILLIEy]

Child Welfare Information Gateway, Who May Adopt, Be Adopted, or Place a Child for Adoption, U.S. DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (Jan.
2012), https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/parties.pdf. The information in this appendix is not a substitute for the complete statute. The statutes contain

important additional information, to include other requirements and exceptions not noted here. Further

ensure you review the current language of the state statutes and applicable regulations.
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Appendix B. Adoption Jurisdiction by State
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2 Child Welfare Information Gateway, Court Jurisdiction and Venue for Adoption Petitions, U.S. DEP'T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (Jan. 2012),

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/jurisdiction.pdf. The information in this appendix is not a substitute for the complete statute. The statutes contain

important additional information, to include other requirements and exceptions not noted here. Further, states continually change and update statutes, so

ensure you review the current language of the state statutes and applicable regulations.
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State Statutes Regarding Parental Consent®

Appendix C.
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% Child Welfare Information Gateway, Consent to Adoption, U.S. DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (Apr. 2013), https://www.childwelfare.gov/

pubPDFs/consent.pdf. The information in this appendix is not a substitute for the complete statute. The statutes contain important additional information, to

include other requirements and exceptions not noted here. Further, states continually change and update statutes, so ensure you review the current language

of the state statutes. See the specific state statutes and applicable regulations for definitions and explanation regarding who can or must give consent.

MAY 2015 « THE ARMY LAWYER « DA PAM 27-50-503

58



P2 AU JO IS212Ul J$20 24} UL ST [RMEIPIM jei) Sumpuyg
P ST 2121]) JT ‘U010 10 ‘SS3mp ‘Pnelj Aq paumiqo seam JUssuo)

g Jage (siep
€} smoy 7z Jo potad Sunre

(P2 =1p jo

152023JUT )82 AU U ST
NS0 M esudsp Aew
Uno2 2uy) | 288 - sa i

]

Id
q-0L1°8'd-0L1°Ld

-0L1 01 d-0LT
: 'd-0L1 8§ 8 a0y

anysdure ff man

HIq 1938 10 210Jaq
awm AUe JUSSL0D JINIIXD ULd IDLE]

060°'LTT “080°LTT

sIead 7 Umpm payg st uondope o7 uonnad ou o 28e-s2 SOLOLTT SLCOTLTT €S0 LT SEk0 BAD
A T UNPLAM PaTy STUORAOpPE 10] UORT; J1 WIq pafaye dpiq Jage (sAep I A 0LO mco“c.wn% .mm.m_cmw% .ww _.#Mﬂc. M.uwvﬁ_ EPEAIN
€) smoy g/ Jo powad Sunresy ) ’ T
g ] e FL TR 8 T &8 i
Jzye smoy gp o pouad Sunie sy plade-say 01-£F -SO1-EF -FOI-EF 9y 19I5 "A%Y EYSEI]IN]
11q 1yge (sAvp (Ayoeded praur ssoe) | 01p-2-Th *80P-T-Th “SOp-T-TF *€0£-T
A 1w 0] 2018k Aqpemnu sjuared sandope sjuared i ' . k il i : EHENI0
Sl gl e €) smoy 7 Jopowad Sunreyy | JrpeAms) g1 288 -$9k | -k “T0E-T-T *10E-T-Th §§ 9poD uuy i
2QBOOARLIT Iq (Ayoedes e syor| N N —— ——
LS T SHmes SU) Ag PALLLITIUOD [HUTL LIMBIPUJIA 3¢ UED JUSSU0;) Iage smoy g Jo pousd Sunme g Jrpoames) ¢ 988 - sa OpO'ESy -OEQESK 3% TBIS "A%Y ! L
2[qRA0ARLIT 1[I I2Je (sAep <l
o8e -8 ddyss
UL} INq UDALS IoYE SIJUOL 0 0 dN WMEIPILM 2 UBS JUDSUOD) €) smoy g/ jo potrad Sunre A A -11-8631-L1-86 Ss-L1-6 § 9poD Y eedrillo]
SSAINP 10 PHRY JO @0USPIAS SSA[UN SBIOASLIT )11 I8)R (SARp Cem e ..
S1 Uty e uaald 1ayge sAep (] o) dn UMBIPUIIM 90 UBD JUSSU0) £) smoy g, o pouad Sunme b1 388 5K VT65T § oIS Ty GOSN
- S OLL b OTL € O1L SLEOTL
LI I2]J8 200 AU age - sa ( % o UESD
PR A & (€01 “6T 014 8§ sme “dwog el
UONOSNR UD S[BIOARLIT JUSSUO]) W Joye Aep 7128e-sa} €7 88 5017 yD smeT mry SIASNUDESS EJA]
e - O yunog oy (oun st pouad Sunrey n il G ag WL
a[quaoaail o 16€-€ T6EE-€ T8EE
U]} NG USALS I2QJR SARP O 0] dn UMBIPUIIM 20 URD JUISU0T Ui ey surn AUy 0] e8¢ - 53X -C ZT-HE-S T T-HE-6 §§ meT weg puviiIeiy
SIUONT §] UN[)LM PRZIEUT
jou stuondope a1 J1 SSsaImp 10 preg JO 20UaPIA2 SS2[UN 2 BIOALIT 1 12)78 2 AUy 1 a8e-sag T0€-6 S707-6 §3 V-81 1L ™S Ay ELT T
st U1 Ing “usA1S 1oye sABp € 0) dn UMBIPIIIAM 29 URD JUISUOD)
[IEENE
10 210Ja AT AL JUISUOD 2JT0aK
P < UED Ta1[JB] 11Iq pasajre ‘suondope . SHTTCETT “EGTT LV TT S0€TT
UDIDIA00 10 “SSaump “priely Af PouTeio sem Juasuo; 2SSIIPPE 10 . . 3 i . ; EUESING
. P PUBL £q PAUIBIQO SBUBSHOD | yp wuid 107 $4ep ¢ pue swondope PESSAIPEION | scr 11 221190711 SE1T1 10V 9poD) D el
Aauage 107 g 12w (sdep
€1 smoy 7y Jo pouad Sunm
Pryo 2y jo
BqROOARLIT I 18R (SARp JSRIRUT Saq 21} UT ST )T JT oSz ¢
: ) . « s 2§58, oy i ; AN
UAJ) NG UIALE 120J0 SARP (7 0) dn UMBIPYITM 2 URD NS00 ) smoy 7, Jo pouad Sunmepy, | juasuos i asuadsp Avn Z0S' 661 00661 §§ RIS Ay
unoo oY) 71 288 - sop
(PIRd 2 JO Is2aur
1820 AU UT STIT J1IUSsUOD . A e e
UOTA1209 10 ‘SSamp “Pnel Aq paumiqo seam JUSsUo) § 15 g im asuadstp Apur pmoa " ﬁ:u |€vw“ﬂ G658 .A.,ﬁﬂ 65 S 12 SESUEM
lage smoy g1 jo pousd sunie, o) (Ajondeo [jusur s§oR] -6 “CI1T-6S “PI1T-6¢ §8 18IS uuy
Jipaatem) [ ade - sa 4
SSAUMP 1O PIIEY JO 20UIPIAR SSIUTL 2[(RIOARLI] I Jaye (sAep R i P e
ST UL g U2ALT I2|Je SINOY 0 O) dN WMBIPIIM Q) R JUSSU0T) €) smaoy 7z Jo pouad Sunre p1ade-sax V009 V009 °L'000 §§ JBIS Uy Bmor
. y [ Iq Jage 1o a10jeq P-01-61-1€ “€-01-61-1€
PII® 93 JO JSAIBIUT 1$5q 5 _:AM_ wvsmwh_”whhmﬁw_.ﬂ_”wﬂﬁ”ﬂnﬂww alun) Auw JUISU0D 2MIaXa URD IR 1 a8e-sa) 01-6-61-1€ @ 9-6-61-1€ 01-6-61-1€ eHepuy
: : S : : : UHIq pasa[e ‘yulq 1aje auiy Auy 01 8-6-61-1€ *1-6-61-1€ §§ 2po] uuy
g Ige 10 210]0q
(32103 pupd Jo Luug 0} JoLig) PN 4] ARy JUISTO.) U] AL AWy HuRUe)) pyd) JusUe) SUIpIEENY sHmes NeS neg

POV JUISTO)) JO UOTIEI0AIY

59

MAY 2015 « THE ARMY LAWYER « DA PAM 27-50-503



SS2INP 10 PIEL JO 20USPIAR SS2[UTL 2[QEIOARIIT

g Jage (siep

(Apandes eua syou|

LTI-1-9€ “TITI-1

ST UL g UaA1d 1age sAep (] 0) dn UMBIPIIM 20 UBD JUISUOT) £) smot] gz jo pouad Sunmep Jipaaem) [ ade-sap | -0¢ S[11-1-9€ 01 [-1-9€ $§ apo)) uuy i LA )
(s1RaA T UMQIM pR[T 2 L 12-9-6T “T1-9-€T *$-9-€T
JSTULT WITB[D 1)) UOTOIN00 IO ‘SSamp “pney Aq paureiqo sea JUssuo)) I 1age £8P § 07 UEBIAL I 8B S51 Sp-0-CT 01-VS-6T §§ smeT pogpo SIEQ NS
(P11 23 3O 1saIajut
152 91 UT STIT JI JUSUOD < <
PIMD 33 JO 1S2I0IUT 1S9 U} UL ST [BAMBIPYIA Jer) Surpupy Y1 Jeye AW AUy s asuadsip Kew 1mos 0SE-6-€9 -0FE-6-€9 -0€E-6 vU[0.E,) IN0S
B S1 231 J1IU0T12I209 10 ‘ssamp ‘puely Ag paumgo sem JUasuo;) : : ) T.S&E_ ?_Eu:— - -£0 07E-6-€0 01£-6-€0 $§ 2p0o)) uuy
J1paAIEM) p| 288 - sa
1SDI2IUT 183q U} STUOTIEIOADI T8} UMOLS 5q UBD JT SSO[UM mﬂ.ﬂ“ﬁ% M p1 o8e -0 UIT-L-sT-01-L51 puEs[ apoyy
:.u_z mq ﬁ:u.a.m __ucm sABp O 1 O dn ey : I 20 UED Eum:cr... soye skep ¢1 Jo powad Sunrep ALoLoSTRO-LoG1RGoLoG 1 §9 SMBT URD
UOTOIR0D IO “SSAMP “PNRI] Ag PRUTRIQO SEAL JUSUD)) 0l 28e-sag §7c WML icec § ¢ H”uwmw—wj:m”ﬁm 0O} o)Ian ]
QIR 10 210]2q . .
SSOINP IO PRI JO 20USPIAD SSI[UN J[qRI0AIIT | SUIT AUE JUISUOD JNI2XD UBD IDUIR] 21 98- 5o PILTSCTLTSTILT STIST el fsunsg
ST U} g USAIS 1870 sARP OF 0] dn WMBIPITM 2Q UBD JUSSUOD) g pedaqre ) =e (siep A POST-T06Z §8 ‘€T YD WIS SuoD)
£) smoy gz jo pouad Sunmep
OLT' 81V OFE 601 “8TE 601
UOTIH1200 10 “SS2IP “PNEI] Aq PIUTRIGO SEA JUSSUOD) 1288 -sa g SOTEH0T “FTEBOT “TTE'60T *9TE 601 uodalQ
WIE 601 STIE 601 $§ 18IS uuy
SUJLIONT & UTIM
ey jou st uongad uondope 2y 31 taMeIpjLm 0 22188 A[Eynw (TP o Jo
sjuared aandope pue sjuared YImq 2 J1 issamp 10 pneLj Jo 20Uspia2 g IR 10 210Jeq T oﬂ_w ﬂ_x mﬂw.wu TP-COSL L TE0SL
SSOTUN 2[RIOALIT ST UM NG U2AIS 1298 sdep o€ 03 dnumeIpipin | 2wg AUe JUSSUOD 2NOIKD UL INIR] Eu,EcU _.,:Hs peliin . s SO T-E0SL SFT-E0SL SETE0SL DT Poyer O
2 UBD JURSUOD [ BOOARSLI UL () ‘UaAIS 12158 sARp G 0} a1 padeqe i Ieyje aum Ay E_:,__% V21 vmwc. s -€06L ‘T Z-€0S. §§ ‘01 NI wg wny
dn umelpiis 29 ueo Juasuoo [rIplegxe S(SUIUOL € U paly aq e T il
JSTIT SUTRED 21)) UOTOI200 10 “S§aMp ‘PIEI] AQ PRUTRIO SBA JURSUO))
(PImo &) Jo
PIO S1) JO 1SAIIUT 152 SU) UL ST [RMBIPYITM JR) SUIPUT] © ST 1Y) J] 11 12978 (sAep JSsioUT}5oq Stf) UT STITIT [B0°LOTE BO°LOTE ono

£) smoy gz, jo pouad Sunres

Juasuod i asuadsp Lew
mos Ap) 71 28 - s

SLOLOTE S90°LOTE $8 9poD) Ay

P2 2U) JO 35212y

150 DU} UI ST [BARIPUIT R SUIPUL © $1 2191 I

M Jayge s Auy

(1 @8e-sap

LOFT (®)O0KT (RISOKT

FOr1 $8 59 1L 9o P ELMUOUILLIO)) BURLIETA] WIN]LI0N]
0 BT} JO JSAIANLI |Sa0 1) UT $T [RMBIPUTM JR]) SUTpT B ST 218 Iz)ge aum AL afe -3 . - 80-¢1¥1 061 EJOqE(] L0
PO 313 JO )SISJUT }S3q S UT ST [EMEBIPU} I JeU) SUTEUT € ST IS J] I Ja5 T ALY 01 A P 100-CT-F 1 SO-CI-F1 §§ 2por) Juas) OHE(] YPI0N
MBIPUIIM O) 22188 A[penjnu o 2 Jjo . P
LA I yIq Jog® 10 21052 (prvio 2pJ 609-€-8Y *809 ~€-8Y “L09-€-8Y

sjuared sandope pue sjuared yuIq s J1 issamp 10 pnelj JO 20UspIAD
SE2[UTL 2[QEOOALIT $1 UL INg ‘UBAIS Jaye sAup £ o) dn umeIpyiim
2 UBD JUISLIOD SUOTDI200 10 “SSamp Pl Aq paurei|o sea JUasuo))

Uy AUE JURSUOD 2DaKa UBD I2Ue)
G pade|le g IR summ Ay

JS2IaNUL)saq Sl UL STILIL
WRsU0a Yim asuadsp few
WTOD 2y 7] 288 - sa )

1909-€-8F 09-€-8F ‘F09-£-8F “€09-€
-8 “209-€-8F *109-£-8F §§ WIS ueD

BUIJOIE) YLION

2[qR20ARLIL ST JUaSUOD [RIIpNL P2 Ay jo jsatajur
182q 2]} ST UOTIBIOAIT JBI[) LLMOYS 2 UBD )T SSI[UTL J[qBIOAILIT LA
g ‘usA1d 12ge sARp i 0 dn UMBIPI[IM 20 UBD USSU0D [RTapnlenxyg

(p1yo 2 3o

JSAUAUL Is2q SN UT ST
JUASUOD Uim asuadsp Aeut
moa 2y} ¢ 288 - sa

PEE § "MET "AI2g 208
CTTENTCTTT $§ me 2y wiog

HA0 | Ay

UDIAI200 10 ‘SSamp “PNEI] AQ PAUTRIO SBA JUSSUO)

Jage smoy g jo pouad Sump

(Ayondea [epuRU SYaR]
JIpoAEM) | 958 - S8

€T-6-VIE S1T-S-VIE S61-6-VIE
Q1-C-VIE LI-C-VTE §8 1S uuy

0IXIA] MIN]

g Jage 10 210j2q

STy Aue JUSSUOD 2NOaXNa UBD I=je]

(Aoeden [pjusw o]

“ob-E6e

LUO1D1200 10 *ssam 1B aUT O SEM JUISUO, Aasaap ma
: BUPUEY S PR : & I pasaf(e g Jaye (sAep Jipaatem) ] a8e - sa g SOp-€6 CF-E16 T IP-E16 §§ 1S uuy P
£) smoy g, jo pouad Sun®A
(21031 poutq Jo Luug 03 Jopid) PR M AR JUISTO) U] AN B/YHURLO) PIIYD JUSH0 ) FUPIEEIY SHMB)S NI NeIg

POV JUISUO ) JO UOIIEIOANY

MAY 2015 « THE ARMY LAWYER « DA PAM 27-50-503

60



UOTD1209 10 ‘ssamp “priel) Aq pauTEpo sum JUasuoy I Iaye awr Auy f1ode-say O11-ZZ-1 “601-TT-1 §8§ 18 wny Fumuos gy
UOTDIZ0D IO “SSAMp ‘PNRI] AgQ PRUIRO SEA JUSUD)) T I2)fe auIm Ay Z1o8e-sax ek CTh wﬂmwwﬂwwﬁwﬂwww_ﬂaw”:w” UISHOIST A\
MBIPUIIM 0} 22158 e . ¢ (P1mo atp Jo I-£
X 1M1 1208 (sAep JSRTUT J$2Q ) UTSTIT T . . i g .
spiared aagdope pur 2:2& [T 21 J1 5 (SUoul o UN[ i pag 29 ¢) smoy 7/ 3o pousd Sunreay | juosuos g ssusdsmp Aew -6F ‘COC-TT-SF .w:m.mm.mﬂ “£0e-CT-8F LGRS L J Y
ISTILI WHTRTO S} UOT0I200 JO ‘ssomp ‘Pieyy Aq PauTelqo sea JUosuo)) o : o 1nos u.;: Zl a%e - 53 L “TOE-TT-8Y “10€-1T-8F §§ 2poD uuy
(pouad
(P uRTpU] e 107 s1eaK 7 10 ‘Ieak | UR[IM PR[y 2q Funmam ABp-01 © SI 318 U] b1 oS8 - sax OLTEE9T -09T°€E9T U0)SUNSE Ay
JSTILLT LLITE[D A1) UOIDI209 10 “SSamp Puel) Aq paureqo sem JUasuoy) | Pliyo UBIpL] Ue STPLYD 2ty 31) [uig SOT1EE 0T J080°€E 9T §§ apoD) Ay
Ioye smoy gy Jo pouad Sunmy
(sAep ¢ unpLm apeu
aq) jsnur jsenba1) meIpiiw o) 2213 Aemnur spered sagdope pue I To3e 10 1055 (oo o 3o
Suared 1)y S 77 SSAUTP 30, pUBY J0;6ASPIA SN B[AEIOASTL 2UIm AR JUSSUOD ' uu,xu _?owv_.:,_d ISRIAUT )52q vﬁ. ut W; n n IPeI-Tes
STUSH) ING “UDALS I0Ye SABD ¢ 0 N UMBIPUILA 2q UBD JUISUOD o ) S W s PETI-TEY “EETI-T'EY ETTI-TED euEaA

‘aqeaoaam ual) myq usweard Louade ue ursiep ¢ pue plo siep
01 1se2] I8 st pro &) Jujuautzoe(d penp e ut sfep ; 0] dnumeIpiji
20 UBD JUASUOD SUOTIIA0 10 “SSamp Priel] AQ PauTeiqo sem jLUasuo)

g padaqre apaq 123e (siep
£) smot] 7. Jo pouad Sunmes

JUISUOD I dsuadstp Aeur
noa 21 [ @8 - sa

POTI-TE9 STOTI-T'E9 §§ #po) uuy

UOTRA0ART 10] SUosTA0Id O

p1a8e-sag

[T
SQ)zrl BTyl §§ "0l 1L 2po) uuy

SpuB[S] uBayA

(sArp [ unjjim apeut
aq ysnu jsanbar) melpipim o) aarde A[pennw suamed sandope pue

ymIq

(pmo 21 jo
1S2U2JU1 )83 SU) UL ST )1

60F-T “8OF-T "LOV-T ‘SOF-T F0F-T

sjuared 11 21 JT SSAIMP 10 PNRI JO 20USPIAS SSS[UN S[QEIOASLIT 1oy smoy of Jo pousd Summ | jussuos yim ssuadsp Keur STOV-T CTOb-T §8 VST L I®s mny JUONLIBA
ST Uy g ‘uaald sage sAep (7 0) dn UMBIPUILM 20 UBD JUSSUO) moa S ¢ ade - sa )
qHIq Rye R R T
: (e R ued 1oy yuIQpoBOI ‘uuiq | grpaaean g1 oe-sog | TR ST ARICHS gike
Jage smoy 7 jo pouad Sunmy, : :
m g (PIY 21 o
SSAINP 10 PNRIJ JO 2IUSPIAS SSI[UN S[(RIOASIIT | 10 2I0Jaq 2uIm) AUE JUSSU0D 3N0aN2 JSRIRJUT JS2q 2NJ) UT STJT JT —

S1 U g UaAld 1aye sAep 1 03 dn wseipy

20] B JUasuo’)

UBD I3UJE) Y1q PasSa|[e ‘g
Iae smoy g Jo pouad Sunm

Juasuod i asuadsp e
unoo o) 71 @8e - sa

(31031 [euly Jo Ly 0} Jopid)
POV JUISUO ) JO UOIIEIOANY

PAONDIXT A AR MUISUO.) U] A\

Ay uxue) piy)

Juasuo ) Supaeday symepg g

EITHTS

61

MAY 2015 « THE ARMY LAWYER « DA PAM 27-50-503



Appendix D. State Statutes on Postadoption Agreements*
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4 Child Welfare Information Gateway, Postadoption Contact Agreements Between Birth and Adoptive Families, U.S. DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN

SERVICES (Jun. 2014), https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/cooperative.pdf. The information in this appendix is not a substitute for the complete

statute. The statutes contain important additional information, to include other requirements and exceptions not noted here. Further, states continually

change and update statutes, so ensure you review the current language of the state statutes and applicable regulations.
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Appendix E. State Statutes on Advertising and Use of Facilitators®
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Appendix F. Differences in Hague v. Non-Hague International Processes®

. . Non-Convention
Convention Countries

Countries
Your Adoption Service Provider Licensed in U.S. state of Licensed in U.S. state of
residence residence
+
Accredited or approved by
one of the Department of
State’s designated
Accrediting Entities
Adoption Services Adoption services contract Though many ASPs
contains information about disclose policies, fees and
Contract agency’s policies, fees, relationships with
history, relationships with supervised providers, they
supervised providers, etc. are not required by most

state laws to do so.

Home Study Must meet both state and Must meet state level and
federal requirements; USCIS federal
prepared by an accredited requirements

agency, supervised provider,
or exempted provider

Adoption Fees Itemized in adoption services
contract

Non-Convention

Convention Countries .
Countries

® Hague vs Non-Hague Adoption Process, BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS, U.S. DEP’T OF STATE, http://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/hague-
convention/hague-vs-non-hague-adoption-process.html (last visited May 12, 2015).
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Parent Education

10 Hours of parent education

Parent education only if
mandated by U.S. state of
residence or voluntarily
provided by agency

Adoptive Parent's

Eligibility

Form 1-800-A;

Must be filed before being
matched with a child (and
before Form 1-800)

Form 1-600-A;

Can be filed at the same
time as the Form 1-600.

Provisional Petition Approval;

Child's Eligibility

Country of origin must
determine the child is
adoptable with Convention
consents and other
protections, must meet
definition of Convention
adoptee Form 1-800

Must meet orphan
definition

Form 1-600

Child's Medical Records

Prepared and provided by
Convention country's
competent authorities;
prospective adoptive parents
given at least 2 weeks to
review

Visa Type

IH-3 or IH-4 Visas

IR-3 or IR-4 Visas

Visa Application

Submitted before foreign
adoption/legal custody
proceedings

Submitted after foreign
adoption/ legal custody
proceedings (except
Guatemala and Vietnam)

Adoption Records

Preserved for 75 years
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Appendix G. Countries Party to the Hague Convention on Adoption’

Albania
Andorra
Armenia
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Bolivia
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Canada
Cape Verde
Chile

China (and Hong Kong)
Colombia
Costa Rica
Croatia
Cuba

Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvador
Estonia

Fiji

Finland
France

Georgia
Germany
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea

Haiti
Hungary
Iceland
India

Ireland
Israel

Italy
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Latvia
Lesotho
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macedonia
Madagascar
Mali

Malta
Mauritius
Mexico
Moldova
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Panama

Paraguay

Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Rwanda
San Marino
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Slovakia
Slovenia
South Africa
Spain

Sri Lanka
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Togo
Turkey
United Kingdom
Uruguay
Venezuela
Vietnam

* Countries in bold are party to the convention but
U.S. residents are not currently authorized to complete
convention adoptions with those countries.

" Convention Countries, BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS, U.S. DEP'T OF STATE, http://travel.state.gov/ content/adoptionsabroad/en/hague-

convention/convention-countries.html (last visited May 15, 2015).
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Appendix H.

Provider

1:17 Center for Global Adoption
10850 E. Traverse Hwy. Suite 2292
Traverse City, Ml 49684

A Family in Bloom Adoption

5426 Ptarmigan Circle

Boulder, CO 80301

A Helping Hand Adoption Agency
1510 Newton Pike, Suite 152
Lexington, KY 40511

A Love Beyond Borders, LLC
4155 E. Jewel Avenue, Suite 800
Denver, CO 80222

A New Arrival

P.O. Box 445

Twin Bridges, MT 59754

A.A.C. Adoption and Family Network, Inc.
735 E Hwy 56

Berthoud, CO 80513

AAA Full Circle Adoptions and Family
Building Center

39 Main Street

Northampton, MA 01060

ABC Adoption Services, Inc.

10 E. Church Street; Suite JA
Martinsville, VA 24018

About a Child

479 Tiller Lane

Redwood City, CA 94065

Across the World Adoptions

395 Taylor Boulevard, Suite #116
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Adopolis

5247 Wisconsin Ave, NW Unit 3, 2nd Floor
Washington, DC 20015

Adopt Abroad

1424 North 2nd Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102
Adopt International

1000 Brannan Street #301
San Francisco, CA 94103
Adopt! inc.

135 Lackawanna Road
Lexington, KY 40503
Adopt-A-Child, Inc.

6315 Forbes Ave, Suite L-120
Pittsburg, PA 15217
Adoption & Beyond, Inc.
16236 Metcalf Avenue
Overland Park, KS 66085
Adoption Advocates, Inc.
11407 Seminole Boulevard
Largo, FL 33778

® Adoption Service Provider Search, INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION, BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS, U.S. DEP'T OF STATE,

Convention-Authorized Agencies®

State
Michigan

Colorado

Kentucky

Colorado

Montana

Colorado

Massachusetts

Virginia

California

California

District Of
Columbia

Pennsylvania

California

Kentucky

Pennsylvania

Kansas

Florida

Accreditation

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Approved
For-Profit
Organization

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Approved
For-Profit
Organization

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

Starts
4/17/2014

02/11/2014

04/01/2008

11/22/2011

03/14/2014

09/12/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

03/28/2013

04/01/2008

03/15/2012

03/08/2011

Expires
4/17/2018

02/11/2018

11/29/2016

11/22/2015

03/14/2018

09/01/2016

03/31/2018

06/30/2016

03/31/2017

11/30/2016

03/31/2017

03/31/2018

03/27/2017

03/28/2017

07/31/2016

03/15/2016

03/08/2015

Adoptions
with the U.S.

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming and

Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming and

Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Outgoing

http://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/hague-convention/agency-accreditation/adoption-service-provider-search.html (last visited May 15, 2015).
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http://www.117center.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.afamilyinbloomadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.ahelpinghandadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://bbinternationaladoption.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.anewarrival.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.aacadoption.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.fullcircleadoption.com/
http://www.fullcircleadoption.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.abcadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.aboutachild.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.atwakids.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adopolis.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adopt-abroad.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptinter.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptinc.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoption-beyond.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptionadvocatesinc.com/index.asp
http://www.coastandards.org/

Provider

Adoption Associates

1338 Baldwin

Jenison, M1 49428

Adoption Avenues

9498 SW Barbur Blvd, Suite 305
Portland, OR 97219

Adoption Center of Washington
10605 B-2 Judicial Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030

Adoption Options

13900 E Harvard Ave. Ste. 200
Aurora, CO 80014

Adoption Related Services, Inc.
8 South Main Street ,P.O. Box 201
Shrewsbury, PA 17361

Adoption Resource Center / Adoption ARC

4701 Pine Street J-7

Philadelphia, PA 19143

Adoption S.T.A.R.

131 Muir Drive

Amherst, NY 14228
Adoption-Link

1113 South Boulevard

Oak Park, IL 60302

Adoptions Together

10230 New Hampshire Ave Suite 200
Silver Spring, MD 20903
Adoptions Unlimited, Inc.

4091 Riverside Drive, Suite 115
Chino, CA 91710

Advocates for Children and Families
16831 NE 6th Avenue N.

Miami Beach, FL 33162

Agape Adoption Agency of Arizona, Inc.

P.O. Box 50246

Phoenix, AZ 85076

Agape Adoption doing business as (dba)
Americans Adopting Orphans

1410 Main Street

Summer, WA 98390

Agape of Central Alabama

P. O. Box 230472

Montgomery, AL 36123

Alaska International Adoption Agency
308 G Street #225

Anchorage, AK 99501

All About Adoption Services, Inc.
105 Sioux Drive
Berthoud, CO 80513

Al Blessings International Inc., dba
Kentucky Adoption Services

3808 South Griffith Avenue
Owensboro, KY 42303

All God's Children International, dba
Families are Forever International
3308 NE Peerless Place

Portland, OR 97232

Alliance for Children

464 Hillside Avenue, Suite 300
Needham, MA 02494

State
Michigan

Oregon

Virginia

Colorado

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania

New York

Illinois

Maryland

California

Florida

Arizona

Washington

Alabama

Alaska

Colorado

Kentucky

Oregon

Massachusetts

Accreditation
COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

Hague Accredited
Non-profit agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency
COA Accredited

Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

Starts
04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

02/29/2008

04/01/2008

06/10/2008

04/01/2008

02/03/2011

04/01/2008

7/17/2014

04/01/2008

02/20/2014

02/22/2011

06/27/2013

05/26/2011

11/20/2014

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

Expires
01/31/2017

03/31/2018

02/28/2017

04/01/2016

03/31/2017

03/31/2016

03/04/2017

02/03/2019

01/24/2017

7/31/2018

03/31/2017

02/28/2018

02/22/2019

06/27/2017

05/26/2015

11/20/2018

03/31/2017

07/31/2016

03/31/2017
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Adoptions
with the U.S.

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming and

Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming and

Outgoing

Incoming and
Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming and
Outgoing


http://www.adoptionassociates.net/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptionavenues.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptioncenter.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoption-options.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoption-related-services.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptionarc.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptionstar.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoption-link.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptionstogether.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptionsmadeeasy.com/
http://www.adoptionflorida.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.agapeaz.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.agapeadoptions.org/
http://www.agapeadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.agapeforchildren.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://travel.state.gov/content/adoptionsabroad/en/hague-convention/agency-accreditation/www.aaadoption.org
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.kentuckyadoptionservices.org/
http://www.kentuckyadoptionservices.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.allgodschildren.org/
http://www.allgodschildren.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.allforchildren.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Provider

Amazing Grace Adoptions

9203 Baileywick Road, Suite 101
Raleigh, NC 27615

America World Adoption

6723 Whittier Avenue

McLean, VA 22101

Americans for International Aid and
Adoption

2151 Livernois, Suite 200

Troy, Ml 48083

Angeldance International

2237 W. 30th Ave.

Denver, CO 80211

Angels Haven Outreach

818 Grayson Rd., Suite #200
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Ascentria Care Alliance, Inc.

888 Worcester Street

Wellesley, MA 02482

Baker Hall / Baker Victory Services
780 Ridge Road

Lackawanna, NY 14218

Bal Jagat Children's World, Inc
5199 East Pacific Coast Hwy Suite 204
Long Beach, CA 90804

Baptist Children's Home & Family Services

949 County Road 1300 N.

Carmi, IL 62821

Bay Area Adoption Services

465 Fairchild Drive #215

Mountain View, CA 94943

Bellefaire Jewish Children's Bureau
22001 Fairmount Boulevard

Shaker Heights, OH 44118

Bethany Christian Services

901 Eastern Avenue, NE

Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

Buckner Adoption and Maternity Services
5200 South Buckner Boulevard

Dallas, TX 75227

Building Arizona Families

18355 West Ivy Lane

Surprise, AZ 85388

Carolina Adoption Services, Inc.

301 N. Elm Street #500

Greensboro, NC 27401

CASI Foundation for Children, Inc.
2308 N. Cole Road, Suite E

Boise, ID 83704

Catholic Charities Baltimore, Associated
Catholic Charities, Inc., Child and Family
Services Division

2601 N. Howard Street, Suite 200
Baltimore, MD 21218

Catholic Charities Diocese of Charlotte
1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Catholic Charities North Dakota

5201 Bishops Boulevard, Suite B
Fargo, ND 58104

State

North Carolina

Virginia

Michigan

Colorado

California

Massachusetts

New York

California

lllinois

California

Ohio

Michigan

Texas

Arizona

North Carolina

Idaho

Maryland

North Carolina

North Dakota

Accreditation
COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

Hague Accredited
Non-profit agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

Starts
05/14/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

02/29/2008

08/31/2011

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

8/21/2014

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/02/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

Expires
03/31/2017

03/31/2017

03/31/2017

04/01/2016

08/31/2015

03/31/2017

08/31/2016

07/31/2016

8/21/2018

03/31/2017

01/31/2017

03/31/2017

03/31/2017

03/31/2017

06/30/2016

12/31/2016

03/31/2017

03/31/2017

03/31/2018
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Adoptions
with the U.S.

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming
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http://www.agadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.awaa.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.aiaaadopt.org/
http://www.aiaaadopt.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.angeldance.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.angelshaven.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lssne.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.bakervictoryservices.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.baljagat.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.bchfs.com/
http://www.baas.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.bellefairejcb.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.bethany.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.beafamily.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.buildingarizonafamilies.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.carolinaadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptcasi.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.catholiccharities-md.org/adoptions/
http://www.catholiccharities-md.org/adoptions/
http://www.catholiccharities-md.org/adoptions/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cssnc.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.catholiccharitiesnd.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Provider

Catholic Charities of Fairfield County, Inc.

238 Jewett Avenue

Bridgeport, CT 06606

Catholic Charities of Tennessee, Inc.

30 White Bridge Road

Nashville, TN 37205

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of

Chicago
721 N. LaSalle
Chicago, IL 60654

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of

Arlington, Inc.

200 North Glebe Road, Suite 506
Arlington, VA 22203
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton

Rouge

1900 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge, LA 70821
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of

Greenburg, PA

711 East Pittsburg Street
Greenburg, PA 15601
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of La

Crosse, Inc.

3710 East Avenue South

La Cross, WI 54602

Catholic Family Center

87 North Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14604
Catholic Guardian Services
1011 First Avenue, 10th Floor
New York, NY 10022

Child Adoption Associates, Inc.
200 Swanton Street, #635
Winchester, MA 01890
Children & Families of lowa
1111 University Avenue

Des Moines, IA 50314
Children at Heart Adoption Services, Inc.
254 N. Front Street, Suite 200
Wilmington, NC 28401
Children of the World, Inc.

82 Plantation Point #292

Fairhope, AL 36532

Children's Aid Saciety in Clearfield County
1008 South 2nd Street

Clearfield, PA 16830

Children's Home Society of Minnesota

1605 Eustis Street
St. Paul, MN 55108

Children's Home Society of Washington

3300 NE 65th Street
Seattle, WA 98115

Children's Home Society of West Virginia
1422 Kanawha Boulevard East; P.O. Box

2942

Charleston, WV 25330
Children's Hope International
11780 Borman Drive,

St. Louis, MO 63146
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State

Connecticut

Tennessee

Illinois

Virginia

Louisiana

Pennsylvania

Wisconsin

New York

New York

Massachusetts

lowa

North Carolina

Alabama

Pennsylvania

Minnesota

Washington

West Virginia

Missouri

Accreditation
COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

Starts
04/01/2008

05/10/2012

04/01/2008

10/05/2010

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

07/22/2010

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

10/01/2013

04/01/2008

06/14/2011

10/11/2012

04/01/2008

06/27/2013

04/01/2008

12/10/2008

Expires
03/13/2017

05/10/2016

03/31/2018

10/05/2018

03/31/2018

03/31/2017

07/22/2018

03/31/2018

03/31/2017

03/31/2018

10/01/2017

11/24/2016

06/14/2015

10/11/2016

03/31/2017

06/27/2017

05/31/2016

03/31/2017
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Adoptions
with the U.S.

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming


http://www.ccfairfield.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cctenn.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.catholiccharities.net/
http://www.catholiccharities.net/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.centerforadoptionservices.org/
http://www.centerforadoptionservices.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://adoptbatonrouge.com/
http://adoptbatonrouge.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.ccharitiesgreensburg.org/
http://www.ccharitiesgreensburg.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cclse.org/
http://www.cclse.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.dor.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cgshb.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.child-adoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cfiowa.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.childrenatheart.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.childrenoftheworld.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.childaid.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.chsfs.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.childrenshomesociety.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.childhswv.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.childrenshopeint.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Adoptions

Provider State Accreditation Starts Expires .
with the U.S.

Children's House International Washington COA Accredited 11/24/2009 11/24/2017 Incoming
2084 Adler Street / P.O. Box 1829 Non-Profit Agency
Ferndale, WA 98248
China Adoption with Love Massachusetts COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
251 Harvard Street, #19 - 20 Non-Profit Agency
Brookline, MA 02446
Chinese Children Adoption International Colorado COA Accredited 02/29/2008 04/01/2016 Incoming
6920 S. Holly Circle Non-Profit Agency
Centennial, CO 80112
Christian Adoption Services North Carolina COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
624 Matthews-Mint Hill Road Suite 134 Non-Profit Agency
Matthews, NC 28105
Christian Family Services of the Midwest, Kansas COA Accredited 03/26/2012 03/26/2016 Incoming
Inc. Non-Profit Agency
10500 Barkley, Suite 216
Overland Park, KS 66212
Christian Social Services of Illinois dba Illinois COA Accredited 04/01/2008 05/31/2016 Incoming
Caritas Family Solutions Non-Profit Agency
8601 W. Main Street, Suite 201
Belleville, IL 62223
Chrysalis House California COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2018 Incoming
7395 N. Palm Bluffs, Suite 106 Non-Profit Agency
Fresno, CA 93711
Cradle of Hope Adoption Center Maryland COA Accredited 03/18/2009 09/15/2016 Incoming
8630 Fenton Street, Suite 310 Non-Profit Agency
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Creative Adoptions, Inc. Maryland COA Accredited 01/28/2009 09/30/2016 Incoming
8808 Centre Park Drive, Suite 208 Non-Profit Agency
Columbia, MD 21045
Crossroads Adoption Services Minnesota COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
7600 Parklawn, Suite 352 Non-Profit Agency
Minneapolis, MN 55435
Dillon International, Inc. Oklahoma COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
3227 E. 31st Street, Suite 200 Non-Profit Agency
Tulsa, OK 74105
Dillon Southwest Arizona COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
3014 North Hayden Road #101 Non-Profit Agency
Scottsdale, AZ 85251
Dove Adoptions International Oregon COA Accredited 03/07/2010 03/07/2017 Incoming
13980 North Maine Street, Suite A, Non-Profit Agency
Banks, OR 97106
DRC Adoption Services, LLC dba Africa Kentucky COA Approved 01/14/2014 01/14/2018 Incoming
Adoption Services, LLC For-Profit
11331 Top Walnut Loop Organization
Louisville, KY 40229
Embraced by Grace, Inc. Florida COA Accredited 12/18/2014 12/18/2018 Incoming
5023 South US Hwy 17-92 Non-Profit Agency
Casselberry, FL 32707
European Adoption Consultants, Inc. Ohio COA Accredited 04/01/2008 04/30/2016 Incoming
12608 Alameda Drive Non-Profit Agency
Strongsville, OH 44149
European Children Adoption Services Minnesota COA Accredited 04/01/2008 01/19/2017 Incoming
6050 Cheshire Lane Non-Profit Agency
North Plymouth, MN 55446
EVOLVE Adoption and Family Services Minnesota COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
5850 Omaha Avenue N. Non-Profit Agency
Oak Park Heights, MN 55082
Faith International Adoptions Washington COA Accredited 06/11/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
1105 Tacoma Avenue South Non-Profit Agency

Tacoma, WA 98402
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http://www.childrenshouseinternational.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cawli.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.chinesechildren.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.christianadopt.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cfskc.org/
http://www.cfskc.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cssil.org/
http://www.cssil.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.chrysalishouse.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cradlehope.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.creativeadoptions.org/wordpress/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.crossroadsadoption.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.dillonadopt.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.dillonsouthwest.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptions.net/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.africaadoptions.org/
http://www.africaadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.embracedbygrace.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.eaci.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.ecasus.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.hopeadoptionservices.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.faithadopt.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Provider

Families Through Adoption, Inc.

354 Norwood SE

Grand Rapids, Ml 49506-1717
Families Thru International Adoption, Inc.
401 SE 6th Street, Suite 202

Evansville, IN 47713

Families United Network, Inc.

P.O. Box 264

Muncy, PA 17756

Family & Community Services, Inc. dba
Family Adoption Consultants

705 Oakwood Street, Suite 221
Ravenna, OH 44266

Family and Children's Agency, Inc.

9 Mott Avenue

Norwalk, CT 06850

Family Connections Christian Adoptions
1120 Tully Road

Modesto, CA 95350

Family Connections, Inc.

P.O. Box 5555

Cortland, NY 13045

Family Focus Adoption Services

54-40 Little Neck Parkway, Suite 4
Little Neck, NY 11362

Family Resource Center

5828 N. Clark Street

Chicago, IL 60660

Forever Families Through Adoption, Inc.
62 Bowman Avenue

Rye Brook, NY 10573

Frank Adoption Center (NC)

2840 Plaza Place, Suite 102

Raleigh, NC 27612

Gateway Woods Family Services

P.O. Box 125

Leo, IN 46765

Generations Adoptions

400 Schroeder

Waco, TX 76710

Global Adoption Services, Inc.

2046 Rushmore Court

Bel Air, MD 21015

Golden Cradle Adoption Services

95 West Gate Drive

Cherry Hill, NJ 08034

Grace International Adoption Agency
6221 South Claiborne Ave

New Orleans, LA 70125

Great Wall China Adoption / Children of all
Nations

248 Addie Roy Road A102

Austin, TX 78746

Hand in Hand International Adoptions
2519 S. Shields #106

Fort Collins, CO 80526

Hands Across the Water

781 Avis Drive; Suite 200

Ann Arbor, Ml 48108

Hawaii International Child Placement and
Family Services, Inc.

State
Michigan

Indiana

Pennsylvania

Ohio

Connecticut

California

New York

New York

lllinois

New York

North Carolina

Indiana

Texas

Maryland

New Jersey

Louisiana

Texas

Colorado

Michigan

Hawaii

Accreditation
Hague Accredited
Non-profit agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

Starts
8/21/2014

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

4/17/2014

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

06/03/2009

04/01/2008

12/19/2013

04/01/2008

04/18/2013

04/01/2008

04/07/2008

04/01/2008

02/29/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

Expires
8/21/2018

11/01/2016

11/30/2015

11/13/2016

03/31/2017

12/26/2016

4/17/2017

03/31/2017

09/06/2016

06/03/2017

03/31/2017

12/19/2017

11/30/2016

04/18/2017

03/31/2017

03/31/2017

03/31/2017

04/01/2016

01/10/2017

03/31/2017
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Adoptions
with the U.S.

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming and

Outgoing

Incoming and
Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming
Incoming
Incoming
Incoming and
Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming


http://familiesthroughadoption.org/
http://www.ftia.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.families4kids.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.fcsohio.org/
http://www.fcsohio.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.familyandchildrensagency.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.fcadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptfamilyconnections.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://familyfocusadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.f-r-c.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.foreverfamiliesthroughadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.frankadopt.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.gatewaywoods.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.generationsadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptglobal.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.goldencradle.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.graceinternationaladoptionagency.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.gwca.org/
http://www.gwca.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.hihiadopt.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.hatw.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.h-i-c.org/
http://www.h-i-c.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Provider

1168 Waimanu Street

Honolulu, HI 96814

Heart of Adoptions Alliance, Inc.
418 W. Platt Street, Suite C
Tampa, FL 33606

Heartsent Adoptions

140 Brookwood Road, Suite 100
Orinda, CA 94563

Hillcrest Family Services

2005 Asbury Road

Dubuque, 1A 52001

Hillside Family of Agencies
1183 Monroe Avenue

Rochester, NY 14620

Holston United Methodist Home for
Children, Inc.

404 Holston Drive; P.O. Box 188
Greensville, TN 37744

Holt International Children's Services, Inc.

1195 City View Street; P.O. Box 2880
Eugene, OR 97402

Home at Last Adoption Agency, Inc.
1727 N. Atlantic Avenue

Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
Homestudies and Adoption Placement
Services

668 American Legion Drive
Teaneck, NJ 07666

Hope Adoption, dba Hope International
5944 Luther Lane, Suite 875

Dallas, TX 75225

Hope's Promise

309 Jerry St. Ste. 202

Castle Rock, CO 80104

Hopscotch Adoptions, Inc.

1208 Eastchester Drive, Suite 120
High Point, NC 27265

Illien Adoptions International

1250 Piedmont Avenue NE

Atlanta, GA 30309

Illini Christian Ministries, Inc.

411 E. Park Street, Suite 106
Champaign, IL 61820

International Adoption Net

7500 E. Arapahoe Road

Centennial, CO 80112

International Adoption Services, Inc.
4940 Viking Drive, Suite 7B
Minneapolis, MN 55435
International Child Foundation
11449 N Mandarin Lane

Tucson, AZ 85737

International Christian Adoptions
41745 Rider Way #2

Temecula, CA 92590

International Family Services, Inc.
700 South Friendswood Drive, Suite F
Friendswood, TX 77546

James Fletcher Thompson, LLC

302 E. Saint John Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

State

Florida

California

lowa

New York

Tennessee

Oregon

Florida

New Jersey

Texas

Colorado

North Carolina

Georgia

Illinois

Colorado

Minnesota

Arizona

California

Texas

South Carolina

Accreditation

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Approved
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Approved
For-Profit
Organization

Starts

01/23/2014

04/01/2008

10/16/2012

04/01/2008

05/07/2008

04/01/2008

02/01/2013

02/23/2009

12/16/2013

02/29/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

03/14/2014

08/12/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

06/03/2009

04/01/2008

Expires

01/23/2018

03/12/2017

10/16/2016

03/31/2016

02/15/2017

03/31/2017

02/01/2017

02/23/2017

12/31/2017

04/01/2016

11/16/2016

12/31/2016

03/14/2018

07/01/2016

01/31/2016

03/31/2017

12/31/2016

06/30/2016

01/31/2017
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Adoptions
with the U.S.

Incoming and
Outgoing
Incoming and
Outgoing
Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming
Incoming and
Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming and
Outgoing
Incoming
Incoming
Incoming and
Outgoing
Incoming
Incoming
Incoming
Incoming
Incoming and
Outgoing

Incoming

Outgoing
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http://www.floridaadoptionagency.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.heartsent.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.hillcrest-fs.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.hillside.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.holstonhome.org/
http://www.holstonhome.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.holtintl.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.homeatlastadoption.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://haps.org/
http://haps.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.hopeadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.hopespromise.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.hopscotchadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.illienadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.icmfamily.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptioninternational.net/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.ias-ww.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.childfound.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.4achild.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.ifservices.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptionsc.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Adoptions

Provider State Accreditation Starts Expires -

with the U.S.
Jewish Child Care Association New York COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
858 East 29th Street Non-Profit Agency
Brooklyn, NY 11210
Jewish Family & Career Services of Kentucky COA Accredited 03/15/2012 03/15/2016 Incoming
Louisville Non-Profit Agency
2821 Klempner Way
Louisville, KY 40205
Jewish Family Service of Rochester New York COA Accredited 05/13/2008 05/31/2016 Incoming
441 East Avenue Non-Profit Agency
Rochester, NY 14607
Joshua Tree Adoptions, Inc. / American Florida COA Accredited 03/23/2009 03/23/2017 Incoming
International Children's Alliance Non-Profit Agency
2331 Belleair Road Suite C
Clearwater, FL 33764
Journeys of the Heart Adoption Services Oregon COA Accredited 04/01/2008 02/28/2017 Incoming
1005 NE Cornell Road; P.O. Box 39 Non-Profit Agency
Hillsboro, OR 97123
Joyful World Ministries, Inc. New Mexico COA Accredited 09/18/2014 09/18/2018 Incoming and
11811 Menaul Boulevard NE, Suite #5 Non-Profit Agency Outgoing
Albuquerque, NM 87112
KidsFirst International Adoption, Inc. Indiana COA Accredited 03/28/2013 03/28/2017 Incoming
9135 N. Meridan Street, Suite B-4, Non-Profit Agency
Indianapolis, IN 46260
La Vida International Pennsylvania COA Accredited 04/01/2008 02/28/2017 Incoming and
101 Lindenwood Drive, Suite 225 Non-Profit Agency Outgoing
Malvern, PA 19355
Life Adoption Services, Inc. California COA Accredited 08/31/2009 08/31/2017 Incoming
440 West Main Street Non-Profit Agency
Tustin, CA 92780
Lifeline Children's Services Alabama COA Accredited 04/01/2008 11/29/2016 Incoming
2104 Rocky Ridge Road Non-Profit Agency
Hoover, AL 35216
Lifelink International Adoption Illinois COA Accredited 04/01/2008 01/31/2017 Incoming
188 Industrial Drive, Suite 206 Non-Profit Agency
Elmhurst, IL 60126
Lilyfield, Inc. Oklahoma COA Accredited 4/15/2014 4/15/2018 Incoming
501 E. 15th Street, Suite 400A Non-Profit Agency
Edmond, OK 73013
Little Miracles International, Inc. Texas COA Accredited 04/01/2008 11/30/2016 Incoming
600 S. Tyler, Suite 1302 Non-Profit Agency
Amarillo, TX 79101
Living Hope Adoption Agency Pennsylvania COA Accredited 04/09/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
449 Pennsylvania Ave. Non-Profit Agency
Fort Washington, PA 19034
Love Basket Missouri COA Accredited 04/01/2008 12/26/2016 Incoming
10306 Business 21 Non-Profit Agency
Hillsboro, MO 63050
Lutheran Family and Children's Services of Missouri COA Accredited 04/01/2008 10/17/2017 Incoming and
Missouri Non-Profit Agency Outgoing
8631 Delmar Boulevard
St. Louis, MO 63124
Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains | Colorado COA Accredited 08/15/2013 08/15/2017 Incoming and
363 S. Harlan, Suite 200 Non-Profit Agency Outgoing
Denver, CO 80226
Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota Minnesota COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
2485 Como Avenue Non-Profit Agency
St. Paul, MN 55108
Lutheran Social Services of New York New York COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2018 Incoming
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1244 Non-Profit Agency

New York, NY 10115

86 MAY 2015 « THE ARMY LAWYER « DA PAM 27-50-503


http://www.jccany.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.jfcslouisville.org/
http://www.jfcslouisville.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.jfsrochester.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.joshuatreeadoptions.org/
http://www.joshuatreeadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.journeysoftheheart.net/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://adoptionsplus.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://kidsfirstadoption.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lavida.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lifeadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lifelineadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lifelinkadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lilyfield.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.littlemiracles.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.livinghopeadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lovebasket.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lfcsmo.org/
http://www.lfcsmo.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lfsrm.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lssmn.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lssny.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Provider

Lutheran Social Services of the South, Inc.
8305 Cross Park Drive

Austin, TX 78754

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and
Upper Michigan, Inc.

647 W. Virginia Street, Suite 200
Milwaukee, WI 53204

Madison Adoption Associates

1009 Woodstream Drive

Wilmington, DE 19810

Michael S. Goldstein, Esg.

62 Bowman Avenue

Rye Brook, NY 10573

Miriam's Promise

522 Russell Street

Nashville, TN 37206

MLJ Adoptions, Inc.

617 E. North Street

Indianapolis, IN 42604

New Beginnings Family and Children's
Services

87 Mineola Boulevard

Mineola, NY 11501

New Beginnings International Children and
Family Services

2164 Southridge Drive

Tupelo, MS 38801

New Hope Christian Services, Inc. dba New
Hope for children

113 Bay Road

Newmarket, NH 03857

New Horizons Adoption Agency, Inc.
302 South Grove Street P.O. Box 188
Blue Earth, MN 56013

Nightlight Christian Adoptions

4430 E. Miraloma Ave., Suite B
Anaheim Hills, CA 92807

One World Adoption Services

1400 Buford Highway Suite C

Sugar Hill, GA 30518

Open Seas Adoption Services, Inc.
270 Madison Avenue, Suite 1410
New York, NY 10016

Options for Families and Youth

5131 West 140th Street

Brook Park, OH 97219

Orphans Overseas

3300 NW 185th Street, #127
Portland, OR 97229

Pearl S. Buck International

520 Dublin Road

Perkasie, PA 18944

Premier Adoption Agency, Inc.

590 West Mesquite Blvd Suite 202 B
Mesquite, NV 89027

Promise Kids A Future

117 North Broadway Ste.2
Georgetown, KY 40324

Resources for Life

59349 Olomana Road

State

Texas

Wisconsin

Delaware

New York

Tennessee

Indiana

New York

Mississippi

New Hampshire

Minnesota

California

Georgia

New York

Ohio

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Nevada

Kentucky

Hawaii

Accreditation

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Approved
For-Profit
Organization

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Approved
For-Profit
Organization

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Approved
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA approved
For-Profit Agency

Starts
04/01/2008

04/01/2008

11/23/2008

04/01/2008

05/24/2012

11/24/2009

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/14/2011

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

12/18/2014

11/12/2013

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

12/18/2014

6/26/2014

Expires
03/31/2017

12/12/2016

02/15/2017

03/31/2017

05/24/2016

08/15/2017

03/31/2017

03/31/2018

04/14/2015

02/28/2017

03/27/2017

03/31/2018

12/18/2018

11/12/2017

12/26/2016

03/27/2017

03/31/2017

12/18/2018

6/26/2018

MAY 2015 « THE ARMY LAWYER « DA PAM 27-50-503

Adoptions
with the U.S.

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming
Incoming and
Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming
Incoming and
Outgoing
Incoming
Incoming
Incoming
Incoming
Incoming
Incoming and
Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming

87


http://www.lsss.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lsswis.org/
http://www.lsswis.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.madisonadoption.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptgold.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.miriamspromise.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.mljadoptions.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.new-beginnings.org/
http://www.new-beginnings.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.newbeginningsadoptions.org/
http://www.newbeginningsadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.youcanadopt.org/
http://www.youcanadopt.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.nhadoptionagency.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.nightlight.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.oneworldadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://openseasadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.ofycares.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.orphansoverseas.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.pearl-s-buck.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.premieradoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.promisekidsafuture.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://resourcesforlifehawaii.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Adoptions

Provider State Accreditation Starts Expires with the U.S.
Kamuela, HI 96743
Saint Mary International Adoption North Carolina COA Accredited 04/01/2008 05/31/2016 Incoming
1515 Mockingbird Lane Suite 204 Non-Profit Agency
Charlotte, NC 28209
Shepherd Care Ministries, dba Adoption by Florida COA Accredited 04/01/2008 08/31/2016 Incoming and
Shepherd Care Non-Profit Agency Outgoing
5935 Taft Street
Hollywood, FL 33021
Small World, Inc. Tennessee COA Accredited 04/01/2008 09/30/2016 Incoming
1550 N. Mount Juliet Road Suite 207; P.O. Non-Profit Agency
Box 1109
Mount Juliet, TN 37121
Spence-Chapin Services to Families and New York COA Accredited 04/01/2008 01/31/2017 Incoming
Children Non-Profit Agency
410 East 92nd Street
New York, NY 10128
Steffas & Assaciates, P.C. Georgia COA Approved 02/24/2009 09/30/2015 Incoming and
4343 Shallowford Road, H-1 For-Profit Outgoing
Marietta, GA 30062 Organization
Sunny Ridge Family Center, Inc. Illinois COA Accredited 04/01/2008 02/09/2017 Incoming
270 Remington Boulevard Suite C Non-Profit Agency
Bolingbrook, 1L 60440
TFI Family Services, Inc. (formerly The Kansas COA Accredited 01/14/2010 01/14/2018 Incoming
Farm, Inc./TF1 Family Services, Inc.) Non-Profit Agency
618 Commercial Street 910 West 24th Street
Lawrence, KS 66801
The Baby Fold Illinois COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
108 East Willow Street Non-Profit Agency
Normal, IL 61761
The Barker Foundation Maryland COA Accredited 04/01/2008 02/28/2017 Incoming
7979 Old Georgetown Road Non-Profit Agency
Bethesda, MD 20814
The Cradle Society Illinois COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
2049 Ridge Avenue Non-Profit Agency
Evanston, IL 60201
The Datz Foundation Virginia COA Accredited 04/01/2008 12/31/2015 Incoming
311 Maple Ave, W. Non-Profit Agency
Vienna, VA 22180
The Family Network, Inc. California COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2017 Incoming
2959 Park Avenue, Suite D Non-Profit Agency
Soquel, CA 95073
The Gladney Center for Adoption Texas COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/27/2017 Incoming
6300 John Ryan Drive Non-Profit Agency
Fort Worth, TX 76132
The Home for Little Wanderers Massachusetts COA Accredited 02/19/2013 02/19/2017 Incoming
271 Huntington Avenue Non-Profit Agency
Boston, MA 02115
The Lutheran Service Society of New York New York COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2018 Incoming
6680 Main Street Non-Profit Agency
Williamsville, NY 14221
The Maine Children's Home for Little Maine COA Accredited 04/01/2008 03/31/2018 Incoming
Wanderers Non-Profit Agency
93 Silver Street
Waterville, ME 04901
The Open Door Adoption Agency Georgia COA Accredited 04/01/2008 02/28/2017 Incoming and
218 E. Jackson Street Non-Profit Agency Outgoing
Thomasville, GA 31799
The Sacred Portion Children's Outreach Montana COA Accredited 01/10/2012 01/10/2016 Incoming

7104 Bristol Lane
Bozeman, MT 59715

Non-Profit Agency
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http://www.smiaadopt.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://adoptionshepherdcare.com/
http://adoptionshepherdcare.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.swa.net/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.spence-chapin.org/
http://www.spence-chapin.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.steffaslaw.com/services/adoption/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.sunnyridge.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.tfifamilyservices.org/
http://www.tfifamilyservices.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.thebabyfold.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.barkerfoundation.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.cradle.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.datzfoundation.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adopt-familynetwork.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.adoptionsbygladney.com/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.thehome.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.lssofny.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.mainechildrenshome.org/
http://www.mainechildrenshome.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.opendooradoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.sacredportion.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Provider

Tree of Life Adoption Center

5816 SE Powell Boulevard, Suite A
Portland, OR 97206

Villa Hope International Adoptions
6 Office Park Circle #218
Birmingham, AL 35223

Vista Del Mar Child and Family Services
3200 Motor Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90034

Voice for International Development and
Adoption (V.I.D.A)

354 Allen Street

Hudson, NY 12534

WACAP (World Association for Children
and Parents)

315 South Second Street
Renton, WA 98138

Wasatch International Adoptions
1140 36th Street #204

Ogden, UT 84403

West Sands Adoptions

1240 East 100 South #1

St. George, UT 84790

Wide Horizons for Children

38 Edge Hill Road

Waltham, MA 02451

World Links Association, Inc.
418 Jefferson Avenue

Scranton, PA 18510

Wyoming Children's Society
314 East 21st ST

Cheyenne, WY 82001

State

Oregon

Alabama

California

New York

Washington

Utah

Utah

Massachusetts

Pennsylvania

Wyoming

Accreditation
COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

COA Accredited
Non-Profit Agency

Starts
06/10/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

10/28/2008

04/01/2008

04/01/2008

02/15/2011

Expires
06/09/2018

12/07/2016

08/31/2016

03/31/2018

01/24/2017

03/31/2017

02/28/2017

02/28/2017

11/29/2016

02/15/2019
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Adoptions
with the U.S.

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming and

Outgoing

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming

Incoming
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http://www.toladopt.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.villahope.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.vistadelmar.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.vidaadoptions.org/
http://www.vidaadoptions.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.wacap.org/
http://www.wacap.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.wiaa.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://westsandsadoption.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.whfc.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.wliaa.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/
http://www.wyomingcs.org/
http://www.coastandards.org/

Appendix I. Department of Defense Form 2675, Reimbursement Request’

REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST FOR ADOPTION EXPENSES
{Flease read Privacy Ad Slaternent and Appication Processing Insirincions on page 3 before commpleting this form )

SECTION | - MEMBER INFORMATION

1. NAME OF MEMBER (1 asi, Frst. Middle Iniial) {Pririt or Type) 2 3SSN

3. MARITAL STATUS {Check one) ‘ a SINGLE ‘ b. MARRIED |l:_ DIVORCED

4. PAY GRADE 5 EXPIRATION OF SERVICE | 6. HOME TEHLEPHONE NO. | 7. WORK TH.EPHONE NO. 8. CH1 PHONE NO.
DATE {YYYYMMDL)

9. MEMBER'S BRANCH OF SERVICE (Mus! be & aciive didy siaius with 180 days of corfintions service)
a ARFORCE b. ARMY ¢ MARINE CORPS d NAVY

10. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS {inciude & digif ZIF Code and Apartrment 11. EMAL ADDRESS
ntimber, I appiicabic)

12 ANY PREVIOUS REMBURSEMENT YES
CLAIMED FROM DOD IN CURRENT
CALENDAR YEAR {Check ane) NO
SECTION 1 - SPOUSE INFORMATION
13. 13 SPOUSE A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES {inchnding the U.S. Coast Guard) {Check one) YES NO
14.IF YES, NAME OF SPOUSE (i asi, First, Middie Inifial) 15. $SN OF SPOUSE

16. BRANCH OF SERVICE OF SPOUSE

a ARFORCE b. ARMY <. MARINE CORPS d NAVY e. COASTGUARD

SECTION M - ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFER INFORMATION (RTN musf be provided)

17. ROUTING TRANSIT NUMBER 16, ACCOUNT NUMBER 19. ACCOUNT TYPE {Check one) CHECKING
SAVINGS
20a INSTITUTION NAME 20b. MAILING ADDRESS OF INSTITUTE {incixde 9-digif ZIP
Code)

SECTION IV - ADOPTION INFORMATION

21. DATE OF HOME STUDY 22 DATE CHALD PLACED 23. DATE ADOPTION FINALIZED 24. STATE OR COUNTRY WHERE THE
{YYYYMDD) IN HOME {YYYYMMDD) {YYYYMMDD) ADOPTION WAS FINALIZED
25. NOTES:

a Members on nonaciive duty or members on aclive duty less than 180 days are not elighle for adoption reimbursement.

b. Reimbursement of adoplion expenses may be paid only after the adopdion is final. Members who leave active duty before the
final adoplion decree is granted are not entilled to reimbursement.

. Reimbursement daims must be submitted no later than 365 days after adoption is finalized Failure fo do so may result n loss of
benefits.

26. NAME OF ADOPTED CHILD (i asf, Frsi Middie intial) a DATE OF BIRTH b. SEX {Check one)

T ] e

27. ADOPTION ARRANGED BY {Documerdation attached) {Check one)

a Astate or local government agency.

b. Anonprofit adoption agency that is authorized by state or local law to place children for adoption.

c. Other source authorized by state or local law to place children for adopltion.

DD FORM 2675, SEP 2006 PREVIOLUS EDITION 1S OBSOLETE. Page 10f 3 pages
Adnbe Professnal 7.0

® DoD Forms Management Program—The Official DoD Website for DoD Forms, DOD ISSUANCES,
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/forms/eforms/dd2675.pdf.
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28. EXPENSES INCURRED {Cormplefe as appiicable and alfach docurnemiation)

a Public and private agency fees.

b. Temporary foster care charges when such care is required before the placement of the chid

C. Legal fees, ncluding court costs.

d Medical expenses, including hospital expenses for the newbom infant, for medical care fumished
the adoplive chid before the adoption, and for physical examinations of the biological mother of
the chid to be adopted.

e Placement fees, nduding fees charged adoplive parents for counseling.

i Expenses relating to pregnancy and childbirth for the biological mother, mcluding counseling and
matemnity costs.

g Sublotal of expenses listed above {lferms 28 a through 287).

h. Amount of reimbursement previously applied for andfor received under any other adoption benefits
program administered by the Federal government or under such program administered by a State or
Local government.

L Total expenses {Sublofal (fferm 28 g ) minirs any reimbersements i flerm 28 h ).

SECTION V - ARMED FORCES MEMBER CERTIFICATION

1 certify that the above information and expenses are true and cormrect to the best of my knowledge. 1 understand
and agree that reimbursement of expenses is imited to $2,000 per adopted chikl with maximum reimbursement of
$5,000 in any calendar year to a member, or couple where both spouses are members of the Amed Forces
(including the U.S. Coast Guard). | agree not to seek further reimbursement under this program for the adopfion

of this child.

1 further cerlify that neither | nor my spouse have received a reimbursement under any other adoption benefit
program administered by the Department of Defense. To the best of my knowledge, |1 am the only active duty

member of the Amned Forces or U_S. Coast Guard claiming reimbursement of $

29. MEMBER'S NAME (! ast First Middie Iniiaf) a MEMBER'S SIGNATURE
{Pririt or Type)

b. DATE SIGNED ({YYYYMMDL)

SECTION V1 - AUTHORIZATION AND CERTIFICATION FOR ADOPTION EXPENSES

1 cerlify that, based upon information provided and documentation attached, the below named individual is eligible
for reimbursement of adoption expenses, subject to final approval by the Defense Finance and Accounting Service

(DFAS).

30. NAME OF ACTIVE DUTY MEMBER (1 ast Frsi Middie Iniial)

31.SSN

32 TILE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL {Cormmanding Olficer or Designee) {Pririt or Type)

a TYPED NAME {1 asi. Frsi Akddie Iniial) b. DSN

c. COMMERCIAL TELEPHONE

d SIGNATURE

e. DATE SIGNED {YYYYMMDD)

33. DUTY STATION DELIVERY ADDRESS (APOfFPO Desigrialion and ZIP Code)

DD FORM 2675, SEP 2006

Page 2 of 3 pages
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91



Appendix J. Cost of Adopting by Type™®

Approximate Cost by Type

$50,000

$45,000
$40,000
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000

$10,000
$5,000

$0 I

0 Child Welfare Information Gateway, Costs of Adopting, U.S. DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (Feb. 2011),
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/ s_costs.pdf.
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